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By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Wood County commis-
sioners held the first public 
hearing Aug. 28 on the 2019-
20 property tax rate. The 
proposed rate is 55.5 cents 
per $100 valuation. Last 
year’s rate was 57.99 cents.

Two public hearings are 
required before adopting the 
tax rate. The next hearing is 
scheduled Sept. 10 at 9 a.m.

County Judge Lucy He-
bron explained that the 
proposed rate is lower be-
cause taxable values are up 
throughout the county. 

Wood County resident 
Brian Smale asked questions 
about the budget process, 
such as inflation, deflation 
and growth rates.  

Smale also asked why the 
proposed budget was not 
on the county’s website. He 
claimed the proposed bud-
get must be posted on the 

website under the Texas Lo-
cal Government Code.

According to the Local 
Government Code, once the 
county judge has completed 
preparation of the proposed 
budget, they shall file it with 
the county clerk. The budget 
shall be available for inspec-
tion by any person once filed 
with the clerk. If the county 
has a website, the clerk shall 
take action to ensure the 
budget is posted online.

The proposed budget is 
now on the home page.

According to the code, the 
commissioner’s court must 
give public notice of a pub-
lic hearing stating that the 
court will consider the bud-
get. A notice for a budget 
hearing at 9 a.m. on Sept. 16 
was published in the Moni-
tor on Aug. 29.

A notice was also pub-
lished in the paper about the 
proposed tax rate and hear-
ings on Aug. 28 and Sept. 10. 

Hebron responded to 
Smale’s questions about the 
county budget and giving 
notice to the public.

“Historically, the budget’s 
been done a certain way over 
the years with the auditor’s 
assistance and the commis-
sioner’s court. We’ve main-
tained a similar procedure 
this year. Seeing as this is my 
first year as county judge, I 
relied heavily on the auditor 
and commissioners to shep-
herd this budget through,” 
Hebron said. “This year, we 
did have more hearings than 
we have had in the past. I’d 
just like the record to re-
flect, we’ve had 13 different 
opportunities in workshop 
sessions that were duly post-
ed to the public that were 
spread over 11 days. And 
when I added up the hours 
we spent as a commission-
er’s court, we spent around 
40 hours just on this 2020 
proposed budget.”

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Mineola school tax pay-
ers will see their property 
tax rate decrease by more 
than 10 cents while teach-
ers and other staff members 
will benefit from pay raises 
thanks to additional state 
funds.

But it was the cost of the 
separation agreement with 
former Superintendent Kim 
Tunnell and the future of the 
Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) Program that led 
to most of the questions at 
Friday’s public hearing pri-
or to approval of the tax rate 
and 2019-20 school budget.

Questions included where 
the money would come from 
to pay a $117,000 severance 
amount to Tunnell and how 
much additional the district 
might be penalized.

Board President John Ab-
bott said the district is not 
being penalized, because the 
amount of the agreement is 
for a term of less than a year.

Business Manager William 
Bjork said the money would 
likely come from the dis-
trict’s fund balance (around 
$7.5 million).

Angie Ruffin questioned 
whether the decision to sep-
arate with Tunnell was fis-
cally responsible.

To a question on the 
board’s support for the CTE 
program, and specifically a 
proposal that Mineola house 
a regional CTE hub, Abbott 
said the board has always 
supported CTE and receives 
CTE updates at every board 
meeting.

He also said that the board 
has already voted to accept a 
grant for the CTE hub.

Abbott said that he had 
met with Warren Brown 
with the Mineola Founda-

tion and Assistant Super-
intendent Mark Parkerson 
about what lies ahead.

There will be several steps 
before the district knows 
what financial commitment 
may be needed to have the 
hub located here, Abbott 
said.

Brown said there are short 
term needs to ensure enough 
support for CTE programs 
next fall. It will be at least 
next May before the district 
could consider a bond elec-
tion, if that is what’s needed 
to establish a facility for the 
hub. And then construction 
would take another year or 
so, putting the opening of a 
hub no sooner than the fall 
of 2021.

Amounts of any addition-
al grants will also impact the 
district’s financial commit-
ment.

Also questioned at the 
hearing was what is being 
done to address the failing 
grade the district’s elemen-
tary campus received from 
the state due to test scores.

A literacy coach and an ad-
ditional fifth grade teacher 
have been hired, and Abbott 
said that as the improvement 
plan is formulated, there 
may be additional needs for 
the district to address.

Bjork said the district’s 
$1.17 per $100 property tax 
rate is dropping to $1.06835, 
thanks to an infusion of 
about $1.5 million from the 
state.

The district’s tax rate has 
been $1.17 since around 
2007.

The budget is up from 
$14,545,658 last year to 
$15,783,224 for the coming 
year.

Of that, $502,927 is for 
teacher pay raises, $74,438 

Commissioners hold first of two public hearings 
on plans to lower county’s property tax rate

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Quitman City Council last 
Friday voted to refinance 
the Quitman Development 
Corp. (QDC) existing loan 
through Southside Bank to 
fund gas line construction 
costs for the Quitman Busi-
ness Park.

On Aug. 15, the council ap-
proved refinancing the loan 
through Wood County Na-
tional Bank to add $100,000 
for the gas line costs. Under 
the WCNB plan, the loan 
would have a 20-year peri-
od payment plan.

When Southside Bank 
heard about the refinanced 
loan, representatives from 
Southside reached out to 

the QDC with a proposal.  
At first, Southside offered 
a 3.45 fixed interest rate for 
the loan with similar pay-
ment amounts over 16.5 
years, QDC Executive Di-
rector Denea Hudman ex-
plained.

Southside then offered a 
fixed rate of 3.3 percent with 
a 16-year payment plan and 
$9,500 for all issuance cost 
and financial consulting 
fees. The total loan amount 
is $1,117,500, including is-
suance cost and fees, Hud-
man said. 

In response, WCNB 
matched the 3.45 percent 
fixed rate, but the bank was 
not sure about the fees.

The QDC board directors 
chose to go with Southside 

for the 3.3 percent fixed rate 
and 16-year plan Friday 
morning ahead of the coun-
cil meeting in the afternoon.

Also at the QDC board 
meeting, directors gave 
those interested in buying 
the Shops at 107 building 
permission to build on the 
pass-through based on ap-
proved plans.

The building has been for 
sale and there are two peo-
ple interested in purchasing 
it. They both would like to 
know if they could build 
on the pass-through area, 
Hudman told the board.

The potential buyers 
suggested having vendors 
sell products in the pass-
through and build an enclo-
sure for security purposes.

Quitman refinances loan to build gas line

Mineola ISD
tax rate falls

Despite Mineola’s season opening loss to Wills Point, there was plenty of spirit backing the Yellowjackets on Friday. Above from left, Valerie Garcia, Tristan Kirk, 
Karsyn Banks, and Abby Kratzmeyer cheer the ‘Jackets into the second half. Bottom right, Trevion Sneed and Kaleb Griffin catch their breath in the fourth quarter; 
middle, trombonist Megan Holt strikes a pose during the Swarm’s halftime performance; and left, the ball boys do some juggling. (Monitor photos by Sam Major)

Mineola civic center hit with power outage
Mineola Civic Center suf-

fered a power outage some-
time over the Labor Day hol-
iday. It is not known when 
the outage became a prob-
lem.

Tuesday morning Civic 

Center Assistant Manager 
Lisa Bright reported there 
was some electricity at the 
facility, but there was no 
power in over half of the 
building and there was no 
air conditioning anywhere 

at the center. 
Bright said workers over 

the weekend reported there 
were no lights in the re-
stroom they had been using 

friday night
Buzzzzzzzzzz
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HANK MURPHY

To the Monitor’s readers in Mineola 
and across Wood County, I am bidding 
adieu. An opportunity takes me else-
where in East Texas.

As the recipient of many kindnesses – 
large and small – I have enjoyed my stay 
in Mineola.

During my time at the Monitor, I 
estimate I’ve written 225 news stories 
– mostly out of Mineola. I’ve reported 
on talented artists, young inventors, in-
novative teachers, career education, politicians, festivals, 
public affairs, bus stops, criminal and civil justice and 
even a softball player who finally hung it up at age 86. 
I’ve written about winemaking, new cycling trails, bob-
cats run amok, high school graduations, the local music 
and theater troupes and the Harry Meredith Special mini 
train. 

I tended to enjoy assignments in which I saw the best in 
people. 

Among my favorites was the dedication of the R.C. 
Hickman historical marker earlier this summer at the site 
of the old Bar 20, not far from the Addie E. McFarland 
Center. I’m a sucker for history. Hickman’s mother, Cora, 
ran the Bar 20, a popular spot for kids who attended Mc-
Farland before integration came to Mineola. After moving 

to Dallas as a boy during the Great Depression, Hickman 
became an official U.S. Army photographer during World 
War II. He went on to have a stellar post-war career as a 
photojournalist who chronicled the civil rights movement 
as well as everyday African-American life in Dallas, Kan-
sas City and elsewhere. Now here I was, chronicling his 
induction into the annals of Mineola history.

A group of young Mineola historians and their teacher 
spearheaded the effort to recognize the Bar 20’s signifi-
cance to the city, and Hickman’s timeless contributions to 
the state’s and nation’s historical record. The marker is the 
17th for which the Junior Historians are responsible. At 
the McFarland reunion/Hickman dedication I saw county 
historian Lou Mallory for the first and last time.

Two-hundred and twenty-five stories will give a person 
some perspective.

From what I’ve seen, Mineola has many fine features – 
its Civic Center, League of the Arts, Iron Horse Square, 
Memorial Library, Historical Museum, Nature Preserve 
and charming downtown to name a few. I regard the city 
as a generally safe place with a transparent and compe-
tent municipal government and school district. Quitman, 
too, is a nice, hospitable town, with a downtown square 
on the rise, Jim Hogg Park, Wood County Arboretum, the 
Stinson House and an abundance of friendliness. With its 
beautiful lakes and woodlands, Wood County overflows 

with natural splendor. From Hawkins to Lake Fork, it is a 
lovely place. 

Like other places, however, Wood County has its share 
of strife, much of it centered at the courthouse. Not all, 
but some county officials, it seems, have acted at times in 
pure self-interest or behaved in a manner unbefitting of 
their offices. Also, the county is wrapped up in a number 
of tangled legal messes, which will ultimately cost the 
taxpayers a boatload of money in legal costs. The taxpay-
ers and voters of Wood County deserve better and should 
demand the highest ethical conduct and professional 
standards of those who occupy positions of power and 
public trust. 

The readers of the Wood County Monitor should take 
heart in knowing that, in my humble opinion, their local 
newspaper is among the best in the region at covering 
matters of local concern.

I’m sure Larry Tucker, a veteran newsman from Quit-
man, will perform admirably as the new editor. John 
Arbter will continue making important contributions in 
sports and in other matters of public interest, and Zak 
Wellerman will go forth with his fine coverage. Backing 
them all up is seasoned pro Phil Major, the paper’s pub-
lisher. So I leave a paper in the hands of dedicated and 
well-qualified people.

So long Mineola and Wood County. I’ll see you again soon.
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WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR

To add a listing to the
calendar, email editor@

woodcountymonitor.com
or news@woodcounty

monitor.com or call 903-
569-2442 or 903-763-4522

2nd FRIDAY ACOUSTIC JAM - second Friday 6 - 9 p.m., Quit-
man Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745
ALBA CITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LADIES CLUB - fourth Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Alba Commu-
nity Center. 765-2956
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD – third Monday every other 
month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7 p.m., 
high school library, 768-2472.
ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tuesday, el-
ementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Sunday and Monday, 7 p.m., 
Friday 8 p.m., Wednesday noon; Women’s Group Monday 
noon.; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, Mineola.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Saturday, 
7:30 p.m., 404 S. Main Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Gateway Group, Tues. & Sat. 
7 p.m. Puckett House, 109 Kilpatrick Street.
AL ANON - Thursday, 7:30 pm; St. Dunstan’s Episcopal 
Church, Mineola.
AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth Tuesday, 
7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola. 903-569-6481. 
All are invited.
AMERICAN LEGION BINGO every Thursday, 7 p.m., doors 
open 5:30, 2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, snack bar, 903-569-5965
AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first Tuesday, 
5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro, 214-502-4496.
APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store - Dog 
Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola, Thursday-Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (903) 569-1250
BOY SCOUT TROOP #36 QUITMAN – meets second and 
fourth Sunday, 4:30 p.m., Scout House behind First United 
Methodist Church. Joe Degorostiza, 903-763-4127
Boy Scouts Troop 385 Mineola - Tuesdays 7 p.m., Mineola 
Methodist Education Bldg. third floor.  New boys/alums wel-
come! Chris Jennings 903-569-3531
BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble Baptist, 
first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those with 
various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday, 6:30-9 p.m., 
Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S. Stephens. 903-
497-6149
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, Elizabeth 
English enton chapter - first Saturday except June, July, August 
and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Baptist Church, 1062 W 
Loop 564, Mineola. 903-857-2461.
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John 
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August & 
December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-520-8697
EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., dinner 
6:30 p.m., meeting 7:30. Flora Lodge in Quitman. 903-850-
4822
EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS- first Friday at 10 
a.m. at Quitman Public Library
UT Health Quitman - needs volunteers. Great opportunity to 
meet people while helping your community. Contact Judy John-
son, 903-383-3433
FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednesday, 
September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m. Visitors wel-
come. Angela Thompson, president, 903-316-0875
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the lodge 
hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30 p.m., meeting 
7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each Thursday, 7 p.m. at 

the hall.
FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday and 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, educational pro-
grams, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card games. 903-
763-8201
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon, Quit-
man.
FRIENDS OF THE MINEOLA MEMORIAL LIBRARY - first 
Thursday, 1 p.m., Mineola Library, 569-2767.
GED Test Support - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. concurrent with 
QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202 E Goode St, Quit-
man 903-975-5745
Girl Scouts Mineola Troop 3 - building girls of courage, confi-
dence, and character, who make the world a better place! All 
girls kindergarten-12th grade welcome! Monday, 5:00-6:30 pm, 
September-May, Broad Street Church of Christ Annex, Crystal 
Arcand 903-705-2459
HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and fourth 
Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tuesday at 
the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.
KIWANIS CLUB - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic Center Dog-
wood Room.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF SAINT PETER’S THE 
APOSTLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the 
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday, 6:30 
p.m. 903-850-3858.
LAKE COUNTRY REPUBLICANS - fourth Tuesday, 6 p.m., 
Red Dome Smokehouse, Quitman.
LAKE COUNTRY RV TRAVELERS - of Good Sam Int’l. Month-
ly, RV parks w/in 150 m. radius. 903-569-3677 or 3069.
LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals Thursdays 
at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m. 903-569-2300.
LAKE FORK ROTARY CLUB - Wednesday, noon, at the Lake 
Fork Baptist Church on State Highway 515
LAKE HOLBROOK ASSOCIATION - first Saturday, February, 
May, August and November, Harold Simmons Community Cen-
ter, 5:30 p.m. directors, 6 p.m. all members and guests wel-
come. 903-569-0223.
MEMORY CAFE, a time for stimulating memory, meets weekly 
on Thursday in the craft room at Holly Brook Baptist Church 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch is provided. Various activities 
are offered each week, including games, moderate exercise, 
art, and music. People in the area are invited. There is no 
charge. For more information call 903 769-2091
MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - second Tuesday, 6 p.m., in 
middle school band hall. All parents invited.
MINEOLA LIONS CLUB – for information on meetings call 903-
638-1596.
MINEOLA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE Det. #1278, 3rd Tues-
day, 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. meeting. American Legion Building, 
2015 E. Hwy. 80, Mineola, 903-497-3030.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin. Bldg., 
Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Dogwood Room, 
Mineola Civic Center.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy 
cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
Quilts of Valor group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last Wednes-
day of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., Mineola, to 
make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
Q U I T M A N 

SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Administration Build-
ing.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room. 
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
Wood County Aggie Moms - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at Speakeasy 
in Quitman (except in January, June, July and August), 903-
539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Friday, Commissioners Court, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
Wood County Pct. 2 Constable Explorers – first Thursday, 6:30 
p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSO-
CIATION - third Monday, September-December, and Febru-
ary-April, 2 p.m. and in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity 
Center, 402 S. Main St., Quitman. All retired school personnel 
are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Dear editor:
As a senior in Mineola 

High School, I am very hurt 
and concerned by the recent 
change within our school 
board. There may be things 
that I don’t understand, 
but I would like to reiterate 
how much this affects me 
and the community.

Dr. Tunnell has been here 
for my class since the be-
ginning of our high school 
career. She was the first 
superintendent to make an 
impact on us in a long time. 
She is the superintendent 
that we saw at every single 
sport event, induction cer-
emony, band competition, 
and any other thing that 

involved the students on a 
Mineola campus.

Many of us can attest to 
this. For instance, every 
band competition leading 
up to the state win, she was 
there on the field cheering 
us on. She was astound-
ed with joy whenever we 
won state. Think back to the 
football playoffs and cham-
pionship. Dr. Tunnell was 
there, and there are even 
pictures captured display-
ing her pride in our school. 
What more could we ask 
of a superintendent who is 
already giving 100%? Some 
of us have been inducted 
into many clubs and orga-
nizations, and Dr. Tunnell 

was there taking pictures 
and congratulating us all. 
You never saw our previ-
ous superintendents at ev-
ery single event no matter 
the weather. You never saw 
them standing out in the 
rain greeting students at the 
door. You never saw them 
interacting with students 
as much as Dr. Tunnell has 
over the course of her time 
with us.

Dr. Tunnell has built sev-
eral other districts from the 
ground up, and those dis-
tricts are still successful to 
this day.

Mineola has gotten so 
much better under the direc-
tion of Dr. Tunnell. If truth 

be told, Dr. Tunnell’s trans-
formation of our school dis-
trict is a tremendous part of 
my enjoyment of school.

Dr. Tunnell has been the 
asset to the Mineola com-
munity that we have need-
ed. She invested as much 
of her time that she could 
into the students, staff and 
community. I can not speak 
for everyone, but I am tru-
ly hurt by this change. Dr. 
Tunnell is the one who 
started my high school ca-
reer with me, and I believe 
she should be the one to end 
it with me.

Respectfully,
Lovely Wright
Senior 2020

Single & Parenting will be 
held on Sundays at 4:30 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall of 
First Christian Church, 209 
N. Pacific St. in Mineola.

Enter the door across the 
street from the EZ Mart. 
Child care and a light meal 
will be provided, but call the 
church office 903-569-2537 
to enroll for the class.

At Single & Parenting 
groups, single parents find 
parenting strategies, finan-
cial and relationship train-
ing, emotional guidance, 
personal support, and en-
couragement to make posi-
tive changes in their families.

This 13-week Christ-cen-
tered program includes 
three main parts – video, 

group discussion, and per-
sonal Bible study.

The videos feature teach-
ing from over 35 leading 
Christian counselors, teach-
ers and pastors who speak 
on topics important to single 
parents. They also include 
parenting technique demos 
and testimonies from other 
single parents.

Despite a tendency to do 
it alone, most single parents 
want to make sure their kids 
“turn out OK,” and worry 
they won’t. Single & Parent-
ing addresses this concern, 
equipping single parents 
with tips on understanding 
each child’s needs, counsel 
on how to handle emotions, 
and most importantly, hope.

Mineola church hosting weekly 
series about single parenting

Kathryne A. Wood of 
Mineola, a Quitman High 
School student, has been 
selected for membership 
in the National Society of 
High School Scholars.

The society recognizes top 

scholars who have demon-
strated outstanding leader-
ship, scholarship and com-
munity commitment.

The society has 1.5 million 
members in 170 countries.

The organization pro-

vides lifetime member-
ship to young scholars to 
support their growth and 
development and “aims 
to help students like Kath-
ryn build on their academ-
ic success by connecting 

them with unique learning 
experiences and resources 
to help prepare them for 
college and meaningful ca-
reers,” said President James 
W. Lewis.

Quitman student selected for membership in scholar’s society

for clerical and auxiliary 
staff raises, and $13,997 for 
administration raises.

On the revenue side, 
$6,433,485 comes from prop-
erty taxes, which is up from 
$5,980,836 last year. Despite 
the decreased tax rate, the 
district gained $88 million in 
property values.

MISD From page 1
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MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Call 811 before you dig.
When it comes to digging safely, you make the call. 

Whether you’re working on a large excavation, or simply 

planting a tree in your yard, natural gas and utility line 

safety should always be job one – and that means 

calling 811 before you dig. Calling 811 helps you know 

where natural gas, electric, water and other under-

ground lines are located. It also helps you avoid causing 

serious injuries, service  interruptions, or possibly costly 

fines for damaged infrastructure. Make the call. It’s 

easy. It’s FREE. Respect the lines. Dig with care. After 

all, safety is in your hands, but always on our minds. 

We’re investing in infrastructure, technology  

and services that help keep you safe.  

More information on natural gas safety is  

available at:  CenterPointEnergy.com/Safety.

©2018 CenterPoint Energy   187119

Getting

Started Safely

CENT-0450_2018_Spring_Gas_Safety_Louisiana_5-75x10-5.indd   1 3/26/18   10:45 AM

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

A Quitman singer-song-
writer has been nominated 
for four awards by an inde-
pendent artist music awards 
group.

Cheyenne Reynolds of 
Quitman was one of the few 
nominated for the 2019 Josie 
Music Awards. 

She is nominated in four 
categories: vocalist of the 
year and artist of the year in 
a multi-genre category, song 
of the year and video of the 
year. Reynolds’ song “Lov-
er’s Game” was nominated 
for song of the year and her 
video “Echoes” was nomi-
nated for video of the year.

The Josie Music Awards 
is an all-genre award show 
that began in 2015. It has 
become the largest indepen-
dent artist award show in 
the world, according to its 
website.

There were over 20,000 
submissions this year to be 
one of the artists nominated. 

The fifth annual event will 
be held in the Celebrity The-
atre inside the Dollywood 
Theme Park in Pigeon Forge, 
Tenn. on Sept. 21. Reynolds 
will be walking the red car-
pet on Sept. 20 at the Celeb-
rity Theatre.

Reynolds’ songs are on 
Spotify and iTunes.

Quitman artist 
nominated for 
music awards

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

Plans have been made for 
an exciting Saturday eve-
ning Sept. 14 at Mineola 
Civic Center for the Mine-
ola All-School reunion cap-
ping off two nights of fun 
and reminiscing.

Alumni being honored are 
Lou Wagner from the Class 
of 1956 and Glenn Dossett, 
Class of 1964. Dinner will be 
served and the Gary Patrick 
Band will rock Yellowjacket 
Alumni into the night.

Patrick’s Band members 
include Bob and Bill Scott 
who are Mineola graduates 
and drummer Jeff Shelton 
from Lindale. Bill Scott is 
a retired high school band 
director, and his first job 
was as band director at Al-
ba-Golden. Shelton current-
ly directs the drum line at 
Tyler Grace Community 
High School in Tyler. 

Patrick moved to the West 
Coast after graduation from 
Alba-Golden High School 
in 1989. He played the bar 
circuit in Southern Califor-
nia and eventually landed a 
gig as the house band at the 
world famous Mirage and 
Bellagio Casinos. 

Patrick stays busy playing 
all over East Texas and the 
Southwest. He is playing 
the Americana and Texas 
Music circuit.

Patrick is excited about 
the upcoming show at the 
Mineola All School Re-
union. “I can’t tell you how 
excited we are to be playing 
at the Mineola reunion with 
a couple of Mineola grads 
who I have been playing 
with for so long. I’m really 
looking forward to doing a 
great show at the civic cen-
ter for everyone,” Patrick 
said. “Being an Alba-Gold-

en graduate, and spending 
summers playing baseball 
in the area while growing 
up, I got to know a lot of 
Mineola folks and am ex-
cited about seeing some old 
friends.” 

Patrick met the Scott 
brothers while still going to 
Alba-Golden High School 
and actually played in a 
band with them as far back 
as 1987. Bill Scott had one 
of his first jobs as band di-
rector at Alba-Golden when 
Patrick was a student there 
and they began playing mu-
sic together at that time.

Music has been Patrick’s 
life calling. “I love every-
thing there is about mu-
sic.  How it makes me laugh, 
cry and comforts me.  How 
it pumps me up, reminds 
me that others hurt too and 
that the human condition 
is cathartic. Most of all, I 
love when music and story 
are intertwined,” Patrick 
explained. “If you want to 
know where I got my inspi-
ration and love for music, 
you have to look no further 
than my family. I am the 
youngest of four siblings 
from a household that con-

stantly flowed with music.”
Mineola graduate Jean-

nette Castleberrry is one of 
the organizers of the event. 
“We had a successful event 
a couple of years ago and 
hope to have another great 
time. It’s only $25 for the 
evening. We are having a 
great meal and it will be 
fun honoring the alumni 
and having the band for the 
dance,” Castleberry said. 
“You can still get tickets at 
the civic center.”

Registration deadline is 
Sept. 6, and wristbands will 
given out at the tailgate par-
ty in the parking lot before 
Friday night’s game at Mer-
edith Memorial Stadium or 
at the dinner on Saturday, 
whichever event you attend 
initially. 

The weekend of fun and 
memories kicks off Friday 
afternoon with the annual 
homecoming parade down-
town at 3 p.m.

The tailgate party with 
hot dogs and the fixings is 
set to begin at 6 p.m. prior 
to the 7 p.m. presentation 
of the homecoming court 
and the 2019 Homecoming 
Queen.

Constitution Week
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) members look on as Min-
eola Mayor Kevin White signs the 
annual Constitution Week Proclama-
tion for Sept. 17-23. DAR members 
are (left to right) Susan Few, Kathy 
Dunlap, Vera Spencer, Karen Pilgrim 
and Linda Holbrook.

It will be a homecoming 
for Mineola reunion band

Junior Ortega and the Mineola Fire Department were honored as part of the Sept. 1 services at New Hope Baptist 
Church. All first responders were honored during the service. (Courtesy photo)

New Hope Baptist Church 
honored all Precinct 2 first 
responders and elected offi-
cials Sunday.

Jean Mabe organized the 
service, and the public ser-
vants were presented with 
a pack of gum for going the 
EXTRA mile, a picture gram, 
and a banner.

After the service, the pub-
lic officials were treated to a 
barbecue lunch provided by 
Courtney and Sabrina Keel 

among many others in the 
church. 

Those in attendance were 
Sheriff Tom Castloo and 
Deputy Andrew Rapp, Chief 
Javier Ortega and Mineola 
Fire Dept. members, Mike 
Spanko representing Haines-
ville Fire Dept., District Attor-
ney Angela Albers, Precinct 2 
Constable Kelly Smith, Com-
missioner Jerry Gaskill, and 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 2 
Janae Holland.

Also honored was Colin 
Kovic for his service in law 
enforcement with Wood 
County Adult Probation. 

“Judge Jeff Fletcher and 
Judge Lucy Hebron sent let-
ters thanking us for the ser-
vice but they had prior en-
gagements out of town. We 
had a great service honoring 
these men and women this 
Labor Day Weekend,” New 
Hope Pastor Michael Mize 
said.

Church honors first responders, public officials

The Gary Patrick band will be performing at the Minoela school reunion din-
ner and dance on Sept. 14.

Cheyenne Reynolds
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Meals on Wheels office phone 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Drive thruFREE delivery
125 E. Broad St. - Mineola    903-569-3882

MEALS ON WHEELS
THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Friday, Sept. 6 - Meatloaf w/Gravy, Parslied Potatoes, 
Spiced Peaches, Wheat Bread, Milk
Monday,  Sept. 9 -  Sliced Ham w/Red Eye Gravy, Lima 
Beans, Glazed Carrots, Texas Bread, Fresh Fruit, Milk
Tuesday, Sept. 10 - Hamburger Patty, Lettuce and 
Tomato, Potato Wedges, Hamburger Bun, Rosy 
Applesauce, Milk, Mustard, Ketchup
Wednesday, Sept. 11 - Chicken Pot Pie, Green Beans, 
Pineapple Crisp, Wheat Bread, Milk
Thursday, Sept. 12 - King Ranch Chicken Breast, 
Chuckwagon Corn, Spinach, Texas Bread, Graham 
Crackers, Milk

OPEN
TO THE
PUBLIC

Members of the Mineola 
Caring & Sharing board of 
directors met Aug. 19 to ap-
prove committee chairs, ap-
prove a budget and set dates 
for the year. 

Help with food for Christ-
mas, toys and stockings is 
available for those living 
within the Mineola ISD.  The 
first volunteer meeting will 
be Sept. 12 at 6 p.m. at St. 
Paul’s Missionary Baptist 
Church, and all those inter-
ested in helping with this 
year’s Caring & Sharing are 
invited to attend.

Board officers include 
Joel Moore, president; Joyce 
Curry, past president; Marty 
Gould, vice president; Janell 
Abbott, secretary; and Sam 
Curry, treasurer. Serving 
as directors are Don Spike, 
Tonya Slayton, Cora Palm-
er, Gail Turner, Charles Fry, 
Becky Moore and George 
Assaf.  

George Assaf will serve as 
the overall drive chair again 
this year, while past drive 
chair, Beverly Spike, will 
serve as the phone chair for 
possible recipients. Contact 

Beverly at 903-569-6202. The 
firm deadline for signing up 
for this year’s program is 
Dec. 2.

Other volunteer meetings 
are Oct. 14 at First Bap-
tist Church and Nov. 18 at 
Northside Church. Other 
dates coming up are Oct. 24 
for the Spaghetti Lunch at 
St. Paul’s; Oct. 26-Dec. 7 for 
the Brookshire’s raffle; Dec. 
2, KMOO radio auction; and 
Distribution Day will be 
Dec. 14. The annual board 
and volunteer dinner will be 
Jan. 20, 2020.

The Wood County Histor-
ical Commission has recog-
nized Doc Cooper Farm as 
a significant part of Texas 
history by awarding it an 
official Wood County His-
torical Marker. 

The designation honors 
the Cooper Farm as an im-
portant and educational 
part of local history. 

Doc Cooper Farm recog-
nizes four generations of 
family who made a differ-
ence in the community.

Doc Cooper delivered 
many babies in this home, 
while subsequent genera-
tions worked on the rail-
road and organized the Iris 

Garden Club of Golden.
A dedication ceremony 

to commemorate the event 
will be held on Sept. 13 at 
11 a.m. Doc Cooper Farm is 
located at 322 CR 2290, Min-
eola (Golden), Texas.

County Judge Lucy He-
bron will dedicate Doc 
Cooper Farm. The Wood 
County Historical Commis-
sion welcomes the public to 
share in and witness this ex-
citing historical event.

The Wood County His-
torical Commission Pro-
gram helps bring attention 
to community treasures 
and the importance of their 
preservation.

Awareness and education 
are among the best ways to 
guarantee the preservation 
of the county and state’s 
history.

This designation will in-
crease public awareness 
and stress the importance 
of maintaining our cultural 
resources.

A subject qualifies for a 
marker if two basic criteria 
are met: historical signifi-
cance and age.

Historical significance is 
established by reviewing its 
role and importance in local 
history and the age require-
ment depends on the topic.

Dedication ceremony set 
for marker at historic farm

Work is underway for the 2019 Caring & Sharing efforts in Mineola. Volunteers are needed and dates for opportunities 
to sign up have been set.

Caring and Sharing first volunteer meeting Sept. 12

Mineola First United Methodist Church
Loving God, Sharing Faith, Serving Neighbors
612 N Newsom St. - Mineola, TX 75773 | (903) 569-5426

Contemporary Services - Sun. 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. in theMinistries Center
Sunday School – 9:45 a.m. | Traditional Service - Sun. 10:50 a.m. in Sanctuary

Before that wonderful gadget was invented we all did a lot more sweating. We'd go out
in the heat and soon the back of our shirt was sticking to us from all the perspiration.
Many of our pews have slight wearing in the finish where many saints of the past would
sit. We still can see the silent witness of years of dedicated attendance that mark where
various departed loved ones used to sit. We were founded in Mineola in 1873 (I'm told) so
we've said, “Goodbye for Now, But We’ll See You Again Someday” to a great many people.
One, toward the end of his life, would usually came in late. He'd be accompanied by various
home nurses. Someone would always quietly grumble about how the nurse didn’t get him
to church at the proper time again. He would silently enter in the back and sit in the same
place in the same pew near the back. His shadow frommany years of attendance is still
there, where Bill Knight now sits.
That faithful, ChristianMethodist was Harry Meredith. He cast quite a shadow after he left
and his visionary, generous, Christian nature still blesses this community every single day
in many wonderful ways.
We all leave something behind. I hope the greatest thing I bequeath to my children and
community will be my faith in Jesus Christ. Mr. Meredith left behind that same silent
witness, andmuchmuchmore.
I encourage us all to leave behind an encouraging witness of our faith. And I’ll end with
a word about material giving from Rick Warren. He once said, “Do your givin’ while
you’re livin’ so you’ll be knowin’ where its goin’.” Pastor Paul

One thing I love is Air Conditioning.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Mineola Youth Foundation

Annual Meeting

Sunday, September 8th, 2019      
at 2:00 p.m. in the

Diamond Room at the Ballpark

*Public invited to attend*

5 seats on the Board of Directors 
are up for re-election.

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

The search for an interim 
superintendent to take the 
helm at Mineola Indepen-
dent School District (MISD) 
has begun.

The MISD board met in 
special session Aug. 27 to 
discuss the process of hiring 
an interim superintendent 
voted to hire an addition-
al teacher for fifth grade. 
Board President John Ab-
bott appointed trustees Jill 
Quiambao and Glenn Dos-
sett to join him on a com-
mittee to go through appli-
cations sent in from those 

seeking to serve in the inter-
im capacity.

Dr. Kim Tunnell’s resig-
nation was accepted at a 
special called MISD school 
board meeting Aug. 22.

“We have already had 
several applications sent 
in. I would like to meet 
next Thursday and go over 
these. We will try to get it 
down to possibly three,” 
Abbott said. “We will see 
how many applications 
come in.”

In the matter of the fifth 
grade teacher, the board 
unanimously approved the 
employment of Jamie Elli-
son to the position.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

An adjusted process to 
hire an interim superin-
tendent for the Mineola 
School District was outlined 
by board President John 
Abbott at Friday’s school 
board meeting.

Rather than a meeting this 

week to review the appli-
cations by a three-member 
committee, Abbott asked 
that all board members re-
view the applications at 
the administration office on 
their own, then a meeting of 
the full board will be called 
once the application dead-
line has passed (Sept. 11) to 
consider the top applicants 

and set up interviews.
Abbott noted that a quo-

rum of the board cannot be 
in the building, and that the 
resumes must remain there.

The district is seeking an 
interim superintendent in 
the wake of a separation 
agreement Aug. 22 with Kim 
Tunnell, who has served for 
the past four years.

Full MISD board to review interim applications

Mineola school board sets plans 
to find interim superintendent

Sept. 20 is the reservation 
deadline for a Sept. 28 simul-
cast featuring Beth Moore at 
Holly Brook Baptist Church, 
Hawkins. Tickets are $20 
and include a meal. Tick-
ets go on sale Sept. 1 in the 
Family Life Center before 
and after the service or in the 
church office.

Moore is a well known 
author and teacher of Bible 
studies and books for wom-
en. She is the founder of 
Living Proof Ministries and 
speaker at Living Proof Live 
women’s events across the 
U.S. The simulcast starts at 9 
a.m. It is open to area wom-
en. For planning purposes, 
reservations are required. 

Moore has written numer-
ous books and Bible stud-
ies that have been used by 
women all over the world. 
She is the founder of Liv-
ing Proof Ministries, based 
in Houston, whose mission 
is to encourage people to 

know and love Jesus Christ 
through the study of Scrip-
ture.

Awana Clubs have re-
sumed their weekly meet-
ings on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 
at 5:30 p.m. at Holly Brook. 
After a meal, clubs will start 
activities at 6 p.m. Awana is 
a worldwide organization 
whose mission is to reach 
children and their families 
with the gospel. The curric-
ulum and programs start at 
age 2 and continue through 
18. Weekly, students learn 
Bible verses and complete 
segments of workbooks. 
They receive awards for 
their progress throughout 
the year.

Call the church office for 
more information. Holly 
Brook Baptist is located at 
3219 S. FM 2869, Hawkins; 
telephone 903-769-2091. 
The Web site is www.holly-
brookbaptist.org

Reservations due for simulcast
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
AUGUST 21

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 2088 near Quitman, at 8:26 
a.m., in reference to an incident. 
Deputies made contact with the 
reporting party and issued a crim-
inal trespass warning. Deputies 
were informed that the actor was 
abusing illegal drugs. This case 
has been forwarded to investiga-
tors.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 3841 near Hawkins, at 9:12 
a.m., in reference to an aban-
doned vehicle. Deputies located 
the vehicle and cleared the inci-
dent.

Deputies were dispatched to 
HWY 37 near Quitman, at 10:52 
a.m., in reference to an aban-
doned vehicle. The vehicle was 
located and it was towed by Joes 
Wrecker Service.

Deputies spoke with the report-
ing party, at 12:29 p.m., in refer-
ence to a possible burglary on 
CR 1971 near Yantis. Deputies 
gave the reporting party advice 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
HWY 154 near Quitman, at 2:25 
p.m., in reference to a welfare 
check. Deputies located the in-
dividual and everything was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 2251 near Mineola, at 5:09 
p.m., in reference to theft. Sus-
pects stole two rings from the 
reporting party’s property. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 2966 near Yantis, at 8:02 
p.m., in reference to a welfare 
check. The individual was trans-
ported to the ER by EMS.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 3940 near Hawkins, at 8:14 
p.m., in reference to theft. A 
known actor stole a water tank 
from the reporting party’s proper-
ty. This case has been forwarded 
to investigators.

Deputies responded to a sus-
picious vehicle on CR 4651 near 
Winnsboro, at 8:33 p.m., in ref-
erence to a suspicious vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
HWY 80 near Hawkins, at 11:44 
p.m., in reference to a distur-
bance. Makayla Lagrone, 18, of 
Fort Worth, was arrested for as-
sault.

AUGUST 22
Deputies responded to a suspi-

cious vehicle on HWY 154 near 
Quitman at 5:59 a.m. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

Deputies spoke with the report-
ing party, at 11:32 a.m., in refer-
ence to a possible burglary on 
CR 1880 near Yantis. Deputies 
advised the reporting party that 
extra patrol would be provided.

Deputies spoke with the report-
ing party, at 11:53 a.m., in refer-
ence to a scam on FM 778 near 
Mineola. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 1580 near Alba, at 2:33 p.m., 
in reference to a welfare check. 
Deputies located the individual 
and everything was OK.

Deputies spoke with the re-
porting party, at 2:45 p.m., in ref-
erence to theft on FM 1647 near 
Winnsboro. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

AUGUST 23
Deputies were dispatched to 

PR 5295 near Yantis, at 9:31 
a.m., in reference to a violation of 
a protective order. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 2425 near Mineola, at 12:09 
p.m., in reference to an inquest. 
A male, 68, was found deceased 
in his residence. The justice of 
the peace arrived and an autopsy 
was ordered.

Deputies were dispatched to 
FM 1254 near Mineola, at 2:47 
p.m., in reference to theft. Sus-
pects stole timber from the re-
porting party’s property. This 

case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Pope St. in Alba, at 4:05 p.m., in 
reference to a disturbance. Dep-
uties located and transported the 
actor to the hospital. 

Deputies were dispatched to CR 
3840 near Hawkins, at 7:27 p.m., 
in reference to an abandoned ve-
hicle. Deputies located the vehicle 
and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 2220 near Mineola, at 7:53 
p.m., in reference to an alarm. 
Deputies checked the building 
and it was secure.

Deputies spoke with the report-
ing party, at 8:00 p.m., in refer-
ence to suspicious circumstanc-
es on Broken Bow near Quitman. 
Deputies gave the reporting party 
advice and cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
PR 7869 near Hawkins, at 9:08 
p.m., in reference to a possible 
assault. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Beaulah St. in Hawkins, at ap-
proximately 9:08 p.m., in ref-
erence to an alarm. Deputies 
checked the building and it was 
secure.

Deputies were dispatched to 
HWY 154 near Yantis, at 10:42 
p.m., in reference to an assault. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

AUGUST 24
Deputies were dispatched to 

CR 2220 near Mineola, at 7:15 
a.m., in reference to criminal 
mischief. Deputies made con-
tact with the reporting party and 
determined no criminal mischief 
occurred.

Deputies were dispatched to 
HWY 37 near Mineola, at 12:23 
p.m., in reference to a dispute. 
Deputies spoke with the parties 
involved and determined this was 
a civil matter.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 2306 near Mineola, at 9:02 
p.m., in reference to a welfare 
check. Deputies located the in-
dividual and everything was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to 
PR 5861 near Yantis, at 11:02 
p.m., in reference to a distur-
bance. Trent Speaker, 51, of 
Yantis, was arrested for assault 
causes bodily injury of family/
household member impede 
breathing/circulation.

AUGUST 25
Deputies were dispatched to CR 

1880 near Yantis, at 12:06 a.m., in 
reference to suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies searched the 
area, but were unable to locate 
any suspicious activity.

Deputies were dispatched to CR 
2339 near Mineola, at 1:12 a.m., 
in reference to a dispute. Parties 
were separated for the night.

Deputies spoke with the re-
porting party, at 8:22 a.m., in ref-
erence to a scam on HWY 154 
near Yantis. This case has been 
forwarded to investigators.

Deputies responded to a sus-
picious person on CR 2150 near 
Quitman, at 1:07 p.m. Deputies 
located the individual and every-
thing was OK.

Deputies responded to a sus-
picious vehicle on CR 4870 near 
Winnsboro, at 3:34 p.m. Howard 
Weems, 61, of Winnsboro, was 
arrested for possession of a con-
trolled substance and criminal 
trespass. 

Deputies responded to a sus-
picious person on FM 2966 near 
Yantis, at 8:52 p.m. Deputies 
searched the area, but were un-
able to locate the individual.

Deputies spoke with the re-
porting party, at 9:03 p.m., in ref-
erence to a dispute on FM 2088 
near Quitman. Deputies spoke 
with the parties involved and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 2117 near Quitman, at 9:12 
p.m., in reference to a distur-
bance. Deputies spoke with the 
parties involved and cleared the 
incident.

AUGUST 26
Deputies were dispatched to CR 

2422 near Mineola, at 1:42 a.m., 
in reference to an abandoned ve-
hicle. Deputies located the vehicle 
and everything was OK.

Deputies responded to a sus-
picious person on HWY 37 near 
Winnsboro, at 3:33 a.m. Deputies 
located the individual and every-
thing was OK.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 3234 near Quitman, at 9:23 
a.m., in reference to credit/debit 
card abuse. A known actor used 
the reporting party’s credit/debit 
card without authorization. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 3803 near Hawkins, at ap-
proximately 10:43 a.m., in refer-
ence to a welfare check. Scott 
Lumpkin, 50, of Hawkins, was ar-
rested for assault causes bodily 
injury family violence.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Holly Hill Circle near Hawkins, at 
1:11 p.m., in reference to an as-
sault that occurred. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies spoke with the report-
ing party, at 9:36 p.m., in refer-
ence to terroristic threat on FM 
69 near Mineola. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

Deputies conducted a traffic 
stop on CR 1905 near Yantis, 
at 10:35 p.m. Jerry Payne, 35, 
of Lone Oak, was arrested for 
driving while license invalid with 
previous conviction/suspension 
without financial responsibility.

Deputies spoke with the re-
porting party, at 11:32 p.m., in 
reference to stalking on CR 1700 
near Yantis. This case has been 
forwarded to investigators.

AUGUST 27
Deputies spoke with the report-

ing party, at 10:45 a.m., in refer-
ence to an unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle on CR 2268 near 
Mineola. Deputies determined 
this was a civil matter and cleared 
the incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Clayton St. near Yantis, at 12:56 
p.m., in reference to a welfare 
check. A male, 85, was found 
deceased in his residence. The 
justice of the peace arrived and 
no autopsy was ordered.

Deputies were dispatched 
to CR 1540 near Alba, at 2:02 
p.m., in reference to a burglary. 
A known actor stole a ring from 
the reporting party’s residence. 
This case has been forwarded to 
investigators.

Deputies spoke with the report-
ing party, at 3:23 p.m., in refer-
ence to a scam on CR 1960 near 
Yantis. Deputies gave the report-
ing party advice and cleared the 
incident.

Deputies were dispatched to 
Birchwood Path near Hawkins, at 
4:06 p.m., in reference to a scam. 
Suspects bought several items 
from the reporting party with a 
fraudulent check. This case has 
been forwarded to investigators.

Deputies were dispatched to 
CR 4494 near Winnsboro, at 
10:32 p.m., in reference to a 
dispute. Deputies searched the 
area, but were unable to locate 
the individuals.

Between Aug. 21-27, Wood 
County Sheriff’s Deputies re-
sponded to multiple agency as-
sists that included the following: 
Emergency Medical Services, 
Quitman Police Department, Van 
Zandt County Sheriff’s Office, 
Terrell Police Department, Child 
Protective Services and Mineola 
Police Department.

Sheriff’s investigators obtained 
one arrest warrant and arrested 
the individual.

Total Jail Count – 133 inmates 
– 111 males and 22 females.

Sheriff Castloo would like to 
remind everyone…if you have 
any information on these or any 
other crimes, please contact the 
Wood County Sheriff’s Office at 
903-763-2201 or Crime Stoppers 
at 903-763-CASH. 

AUGUST 22
7:20 a.m. A resident on East 

Blair Street reported, she came 
outside and found a hand-
gun lying next to her trashcan. 
The department retrieved the 
.22 handgun. The department 
had an incident the night be-
fore where an officer stopped 
a vehicle at East Kilpatrick and 
Newsom Street. The passenger 
took off running during the stop. 
The passenger that had a felo-
ny warrant was not located by 
officers. During a search of the 
vehicle, .22 ammunition was lo-
cated. This continues to be un-
der investigation and charges 
are pending.

11:24 a.m. An officer request-
ed EMS for a driver of a vehicle 
at Front and South Pacific Street 
that was having medical issues. 
The driver was left in the care of 
EMS.

3:24 p.m. A woman reported 
an assault by another female 
at a business on South Pacific 
Street. A citation was issued for 
a simple assault by contact.

7:46 p.m. A student at MISD 
reported an assault by another 
student. The incident was turned 
over to the MISD Police Depart-
ment.

AUGUST 23
12:44 p.m. An officer respond-

ed to a business on Mimosa 
Street in reference to problems 
with one of the resident’s family 
member.

3:46 p.m. A reckless driver 
was reported to be attempting 
to hit vehicles that were passing 
the driver on East Broad Street. 
Several citizens reported the 
vehicle was then stopped in the 
middle of the roadway at Loop 
564 and Hwy. 80 East. Once 

officers arrived, a DPS Trooper 
was contacted to respond to the 
scene for an intoxicated driver.

4:43 p.m. A verbal disturbance 
was reported on Stone Street 
when a man was mowing and 
the neighbors across the street 
started threatening him. An offi-
cer responded and made con-
tact with both parties. The officer 
reported everything was fine af-
ter speaking with both parties.

5:26 p.m. A woman reported 
she was getting unwanted mes-
sages from a man on Facebook. 
An officer met with her and ad-
vised her to not respond to the 
person and to block them.

 7:55 p.m. A resident reported 
a white male running through 
the area at University and Du-
bose Street and hid in the trees 
by the old football field. Officers 
searched the area, but did not 
find anyone.

Brush or brush and grass 
mixture fire: Aug. 23, 1:04 p.m., 
Hwy. 37 Quitman (assist Quit-
man FD); Aug. 28, 3:28 p.m., 
6815 Hwy. 80, Hawkins (assist 
Hawkins FD).

Medical Assist, assist EMS 
crew: Aug. 22, 7:03 a.m., 511 N. 
Johnson Street, Mineola; Aug. 
25, 1:49 p.m. 128 NE Loop 564, 

Mineola; Aug. 27, 1:49 p.m., 109 
S. Stone St., Mineola; Aug. 28, 
640 Padgett St. Mineola; Aug. 
28, 5:21 p.m., 812 Sycamore St., 
Mineola; Aug. 28, 5:57 p.m., 740 
CR 2745, Mineola.

Public Service: Aug. 27, 
10:03 p.m., N. Graham St. and 
E. McDonald St., Mineola (assist 
water department with lighting 

during lead repair at night).
Unauthorized burning: Aug. 

26, 1:16 p.m., Emily Lane, Min-
eola.

Authorized controlled burn-
ing: Aug. 26, 9:05 a.m., CR 
2275, Mineola.

Alarm system sounded 
during malfunction: Aug. 23, 
3035 CR 2700, Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

By ZAK WELLERMAN
news@woodcountymonitor.com

Former Mineola ISD 
transportation director 
Todd Karch, who was con-
victed of online solicitation 
of a minor in June, is ap-
pealing his guilty verdict in 
the 12th Court of Appeals in 
Tyler after his motion for a 
new trial was recently de-
nied.

402nd District Judge Jeff 
Fletcher denied the new 
trial motion Aug. 22 after 
hearing from the prosecu-
tion and defense, Karch’s 
attorney James W. Volberd-
ing said. 

Volberding, a lawyer from 
Tyler, explained the goal of 
the appeal is to order a new 
trial or obtain an acquittal 
(not guilty verdict).

He added the case is going 
through the administrative 
processes now in the ap-
peals court and the appeal 
could take between seven to 

eight months.
Karch was found guilty 

for using the online dating 
app called Grindr to seek 
a sexual encounter with a 
16-year-old Mineola stu-
dent.

He was given a sentence 
of 20 years in prison and a 
$10,000 fine. 

In the motion for a new 
trial filed on July 19, Vol-
berding cited the jury using 
emotion not reason, and 
factually or legally insuffi-
cient evidence as reasons to 
have another trial, accord-
ing to court records. 

“The state alleged that a 
man with no criminal histo-
ry sent and received online 
sexually oriented and solic-
itous messages to a person 
he had never met whom 
he knew was underage. 
No texts or messages were 
offered at trial. Assuming 
true, such contact does not 
justify two decades in pris-
on,” Volberding wrote in 

the motion. 
Volberding claimed in 

the motion that the trial in-
volved “sexual abuse hyste-
ria.”

“It appears that because 
Mr. Karch was a public 
school administrator, and 
a former classroom teach-
er, and because another 
man, now an adult said that 
Mr. Karch molested him or 
tried to do so decades ear-
lier,” Volberding states in 
the motion. “But this is not 
true. At worst, the evidence 
showed Mr. Karch to have 
been gay, using poor judg-
ment to carry on explicit 
online conversations with a 
minor, who was not even a 
student in any class taught 
by Karch.”

Volberding also said that 
the teenager was pressured 
four times through police 
interviews, which was an 
issue brought up by the de-
fense during trial.

Karch seeks appeal after new trial motion denied

What a beginning to Au-
gust! I’m sure you saw the 
story about our changes 
during the first week of Au-
gust. What a week that was! 
Many thanks again to the 
Tocker Foundation and the 
Meredith Foundation for 
providing the funds to make 
this happen.

Monday began with board 
members, Friends of the Li-
brary, staff and terrific vol-
unteers boxing up books 
while I hosted a meeting for 
25 librarians in the Meredith 
Room. At 10 a.m. that morn-
ing, delivery of the parts to 
be assembled began to ar-
rive. Monday evening, Boy 
Scout Troop 385 moved their 
meeting to our location and 
helped take down shelving 
to be replaced and cleaned 
where that shelving had 
been and helped when I got 
the bright idea to trim the 

hedges along 
the south side 
of the Library.

T u e s d a y 
brought gen-
erous help 
from the 

community when we were 
a couple of hundred boxes 
short. Boxes were loaned 
and donated and the task of 
removing books was com-
pleted while disassembly 
of the front desk took place. 
Our old desk did not go eas-
ily and the sawdust left did 
in our vacuum cleaner.

Wednesday saw the install 
crew putting things together 
and getting things in the cor-
rect space.

Thursday the install and 
carpet cleaning was com-
pleted. Quite a dance to get 
both accomplished.

Friday morning brought 
back the staff, board, friends, 

and volunteers to reload 
the shelves. Mineola High 
School sent several football 
players over to move the 
loaded boxes to the areas 
where their contents would 
be unloaded. By 5:30pm 
Friday afternoon, all books 
were back on the shelves.

We could not have accom-
plished this task if it were 
not for the many volunteers 
that came to the library and 
helped us. I won’t list names 
because I do not want to 
leave anyone out. We had 
a family that helped make 
boxes and disassemble box-
es, we had a volunteer who 
bundled boxes for ease of 
storage, we had a volunteer 
bring donuts one day and 
ice cream another, we had 
volunteers who could do an 
hour here and an hour there. 

Thank you to Mineola 
Public Works for allowing 
our business to dispose of 
larger items (the front desk) 
and to the garbage men who 
picked up an unbelievable 
amount of other trash.

We are grateful and hum-
bled by the generosity of 
time, talent and energy 
shared with us during this 
week-long marathon. Thank 
you so very much, Mineola, 
you are awesome!

Mineola Memorial Library 
is a 501(c)3, nonprofit and 
donations are appreciated. 

The Mineola Memorial Li-
brary received a memorial 
donation for Lou Mallory 
from Diane Pitkin. 

Mineola Memorial Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

Police say no assault in Walmart incident
The Mineola Police De-

partment reported the fol-
lowing: 

Police received a call to 
respond to Walmart for an 

incident that occurred in a 
bathroom Aug. 29 at 4:39 
p.m.

Officers responded and 
identified all individuals 

and gathered information 
to continue the investiga-
tion.

No allegations of an as-
sault have been reported.

Watkins Insurance
GROUPG

P.O. Box 1188 • Mineola, TX 75773
(Across From Wal-Mart)

Ph. (903) 569-5115
Fax (903) 569-5110
Texas (800) 460-5510

nwatkins@watkinsinsurancegroup.com
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Nic Watkins
Licensed Agent

Small Taxing Unit Notice
The Wood County Central Hospital District 

will hold a meeting at 
5:30 p.m. on September 16, 2019 at the 

UT Health Quitman Hospital Board Room 
at 117 N. Winnsboro Street, Quitman, Texas 

to consider adopting a proposed tax rate 
for tax year 2019.

The proposed tax rate is 
$.0157 per $100 of value.

The Board of Directors is considering adopting 
a tax rate of $.0157 per $ 100 value.

while working on the roof of 
the facility.

Bright said there is con-
cern over the coolers in the 
kitchen.

“Two coolers in the kitch-
en area are without power. 
We lost everything we had 
in those two coolers,” Bright 
said. “Hopefully, the coolers 
will come back on when the 
electricity is restored. I am 
glad we haven’t received 
food supplies for two big 
upcoming RV events. We 
had to let the Kiwanis know 
we had no air conditioning 
because they were supposed 
to have their weekly meet-
ing here today.”

The Mineola club had to 
cancel its meeting Tuesday.

At press time, SWEPCO 
still did not have a cause for 
the outage.

OUTAGE From page 1
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Obituaries
JERRY FRANK HARVELL

1939-2019
Jerry Frank Harvell, 80, of Mineola, 

passed away Aug. 24, 2019 at Christus 
Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler with 
his family by his side. He was born June 
17,1939 in Temple to the late James Frank 
Harvell and Eula Faye Tutor. He was a 
marksman and a mechanic for the US 
Army from 1960-66 where he was part 
of the U.S. shooting team. Jerry Frank 
had a passion and talent for cars – if you 

broke it he could fix it. Jerry Frank is also remembered by 
his love and talent for art and fishing. Jerry Frank was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; twin sister, Gloria Ann Har-
vell; and wife Shirley Sue Ferris. He will be remembered by 
his son, Jerry Harvell Jr. and wife Laura of Katy; step-son, 
Robert Christopher Koontz of Ardmore, Okla.; daughters, 
Belinda Davis of Byrdstown, Tenn., Nikki Hatch and hus-
band Bruce of Springer, Okla. and Jerri Williams and hus-
band Nathan of Ardmore, Okla.; step-daughter, Barbara 
Bright of Moore, Okla.; brother, Danny Halfaker and wife 
Marsha; sisters, Becky Johnston and husband Rob, and 
Jeanna Halfaker; 20 grandchildren; and 21 great-grand-
children. 

Service will be held at Mineola Civic Center in the Dog-

wood Room Saturday, Sept. 7, 2019 at 10:30 a.m.

KERN BETTS
1948-2019

Kern Betts, 71, of Mineola, passed away on Aug. 25, 2019 
at UT Health Center in Tyler after a lengthy battle with 
cancer.

A memorial service to celebrate Kern’s life will be held 
at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 7 at Living Waters Fellowship, 
2574 FM 2088, Quitman with Pastor David Hartley offici-
ating.

Kern was born May 16, 1948 to Ben and Edith Carroll in 
Dallas. She married John Betts in 1972 and had one child, 
her daughter, Kemi. She moved to Mineola in 1982 and was 
the co-owner of Good News Lawn Care. She had many 
pursuits, including her lifelong passion for softball, love 
of animals (especially dogs), cooking, journaling, fishing, 
remodeling and volunteering. She became a Christian in 
1982 and loved her Lord, and her church, deeply.

She is survived by her loved ones, her husband and 
daughter; her brother, Frank Carroll of Colleyville and his 
wife Bonnie; her sister, Nita Bryant, of Mineola; and nu-
merous adopted family and friends.

The family suggests that in lieu of flowers, donations be 
sent to any of her favorite charities: Mountain High Camp 
for the brain injured at www.mountainhighcamp.com, the 

Hospice of East Texas at www.hospiceofeasttexas.org or 
the Rains County Food Bank in Emory.

CLINTON ERICKSON
1951-2019

Clinton “Mr. Clint” Erickson, 67 of 
Mineola, passed away on Wednesday, 
Aug. 28, 2019 in Tyler. He was born on 
Oct. 14, 1951 in Park Rapids, Minn. to 
the late Walfred Erickson, Sr. and Zada 
Booth Erickson. 

He retired from Mineola ISD after 
serving 25 years as a bus mechanic and 
driver. He loved building and working 
on engines.

Mr. Clint was preceded in death by his parents and by 
four brothers, Jeffery, Rodney, Marshall and Leo.

He is survived by his loving wife, Jannie Blackwell of 
Mineola; daughter, Kristy Erickson McGee of Mesa, Ariz.; 
brother, Wally Erickson of Grand Saline; five sisters, Gwen, 
Marilyn, Wilma, Katheryn and Stella; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

A remembrance service will be held on Saturday, Sept. 7, 
2019 at Beaty Funeral Home, 5320 S. State Hwy. 37, Mine-
ola at 3 p.m.

Wood County
SERVICE DIRECTORY

ConstruCtion GymnastiCs-CheerConstruCtionreal estate

KENDAL FARMER - REALTOR®

(903) 920-1573
myagentkendal@hotmail.com

Residential Lake Property Farm & Ranch Acreage

Call Kendal

Lake Country
SM

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75783

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for one of them? 

    Little
Orange
   Kitten

    Little
Orange
   Kitten

FreedomFreedom
Freedom is a female that 

would be a great family dog 
for an active family. She loves 

running, playing & relaxing. 

Little orange kitten is 
around 7 weeks old &
litterbox trained.

I love to see butterflies in 
the garden. It’s not because 
I take awesome photos of 
butterflies – my photos are 
generally blurry – nor is it 
because I’m a budding en-
tomologist – my knowledge 
of butterflies is limited to 
swallowtails and “orange” – 
but because I love the move-
ment that butterflies bring to 
a garden.  

First the basics: Butterflies 
are insects that go through 
four distinct life stages: egg, 
caterpillar, chrysalis, and 
butterfly. It’s important to 
know this, as we gardeners 
sometimes are overzeal-
ous at removing insect eggs 
and “worms” (caterpillars) 
from our plants. If you’re 
indiscriminate in applying 
pesticides, your butterfly 
population will suffer along 
with the pests you are try-
ing to annihilate. So the first 
and most important guide-
line for inviting butterflies 
to your garden is to reduce 
your use of pesticides.

Like all creatures, butter-
flies need food, water, shel-
ter, and a place to raise their 
young. These are relatively 
simple to provide. 

Guideline No. 2 for invit-
ing butterflies: Plant nec-
tar-rich flowers (and don’t 
spray them with pesticides).

Butterflies eat a liquid 

diet; for most butterflies 
that means nectar.  When 
a butterfly lands on a flow-
er, it unrolls its long straw-
like proboscis and inserts it 
deep into a flower to drink 
the nectar. Some flowers are 
more attractive to butter-
flies – think of plants with 
lots of blooms that are close 
together. In my garden, if I 
could have only one flower 
for butterflies, it would be 
the old-fashioned garden 
phlox (Phlox paniculata). It 
is a rare summer day that I 
don’t have swallowtail but-
terflies on my phlox. The 
flowers at the Wood County 
Arboretum that attract the 
most butterflies also include 
lantana, salvia, black-eyed 
susan, butterfly weed, blue 
mist flower, and coneflow-
ers. Many of these flowers 
are in the aster family, char-
acterized by flower heads 
composed of many individ-
ual florets. Each individual 
flower is a separate nectar 
source, so one visit provides 
a lot of nectar.

Butterflies also feed on the 
flowers of shrubs like abelia, 
vitex, and butterfly bush, 
with their tubular blooms 
on each stem. An old-fash-
ioned butterfly favorite for 
shady spots is Cashmere 
bouquet, also called Mexi-
can hydrangea, a shrubby 

perennial with broad pink 
blooms consisting of lots of 
small nectar-filled flowers. 
And some native trees have 
blooms that are attractive to 
butterflies, such as sumac 
and Mexican plum. 

Color is also important to 
attracting butterflies – some 
like red or orange flowers, 
but to attract the widest 
range of butterflies, remem-
ber WYPP: white, yellow, 
pink, and purple. Many of 
the plants listed above have 
blooms in these color rang-
es. Also select single versus 
double flowers, as singles 
tend to have more nectar. 
Finally, some newer hy-
brids may sacrifice nectar 
as growers breed for larger 
or longer-lasting flowers, so 
try to buy old-fashioned va-
rieties. 

As an aside: nectar is high 
in sugar, but butterflies also 
need salts and other miner-
als for optimal reproductive 
health. You may see them on 
a damp spot of soil, looking 
like they’re resting. This be-
havior is called “puddling,” 
and the butterflies drink 
from the damp soil to get 
the salts. I have some san-
dy paths that I keep raked 

(so I can avoid stepping 
on snakes), and the butter-
flies often congregate there. 
Leave a similar spot in your 
garden, or build a simple 
puddling station – email me 
for directions. 

Guideline No. 3: Provide 
protection from the weather 
(and don’t spray pesticides).

Butterflies don’t need 
butterfly houses for shel-
ter, but they will appreciate 
some protection from the 
wind and rain. If you plant 
your butterfly garden quite 
densely, the plants them-
selves will offer shelter from 
wind. Include trees, woody 
shrubs, ornamental grass-
es, rock piles, and thickets, 
and the butterflies will have 
a place to hunker down in a 
rain storm or at night.  I like 
the cottage-garden look, so I 
intersperse ferns or grasses 
among the flowers, as well 
as some shrubs that like to 
form thickets, such as Vir-
ginia sweetspire and weep-
ing butterfly bush. These 
encourage butterflies to 
stick around, even through 
storms, and provide them 
hiding places from preda-
tors.

Guideline No. 4: provide 

food for the caterpillars to 
eat (and don’t spray pesti-
cides).

Butterflies need a place to 
raise and feed their young, 
and caterpillars eat leaves. 
Butterflies will only lay 
eggs on the specific plant 
species that is food for their 
caterpillars (called a larval 
food source). I think every 
grade-schooler in Texas 
knows that monarch cater-
pillars eat milkweed – af-
ter all, the monarch is our 
state insect. Other butterflies 
are just as selective in food 
for their caterpillars. Black 
swallowtail caterpillars will 
lay waste to your parsley, 
dill, and fennel plants, and 
gulf fritillary caterpillars can 
defoliate your passion-vine. 
If you want to have butter-
flies in your garden, then 
you must tolerate damaged 
foliage on the larval food 
sources. Luckily, a lot of lar-
val food sources are trees, so 
the damage isn’t as notice-
able – for example, the giant 

swallowtail feeds on citrus 
and Hercules club, the vice-
roy feeds on cottonwood, 
and the question mark feeds 
on all elms. Planting native 
trees can provide larval food 
sources for many butterflies.

Reduce your use of pesti-
cides; plant nectar-rich flow-
ers; provide protection from 
the weather, and provide 
plants for the caterpillars. By 
following these four simple 
guidelines, you too can in-
vite butterflies to linger in 
your East Texas garden.

Lin Grado is the garden 
manager for the Wood 
County Arboretum & Bo-
tanical Gardens in Quitman, 
and is there each Wednesday 
from 8 a.m. till noon during 
the summer – she’ll show 
you the butterfly garden for 
inspiration. Email her at tx-
gardengal@gmail.com for 
a list of common butterflies 
for Texas and their larval 
food sources, and a list of 
Texas-tough plants that are 
great nectar sources.

By Lin Grado

Giant swallowtail caterpillar looks like bird poop on a hardy orange tree.

Swallowtail butterfly on phlox.
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Family owned business for more than 60 continuous years
1238 N Pacific St • Mineola, TX

903 569-5432
www.mineolaandcantoneyecare.com

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Keepit Mini Storage 
Hwy. 69N (Next to KMOO) 

903-569-0400 
Keypad Entry - 5’x10’ to 10’x30’  • Locally Owned  

Climate Control Units Available  
lOXlO & 10X20

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621
Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

Pastor Perry Crisp

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873
Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola

903-638-8555
Pastor  Al Dusek

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola

903 569-3212
 Pastor Terry Davis

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
The Rev. Thomas A. Pantle

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the land.

Matthew 5:5

Attend the church of  
your choice this week. 

These area churches welcome you.

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

Blessed are those who 
fear the Lord 

Psalm 128:1

SUPPORT OUR AREA 
CHURCHES WITH AN AD 

IN THIS LOCATION

O God, restore us;
light up your face and

we shall be saved.
Psalm 80:4

Behold, the Lord comes to
save his people;

blessed are those prepared
to meet him.

Matthew 25:6

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783
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Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

PO Box 1119
Quitman, TX 75783

FLORA 
MASONIC LODGE

Stated 1st Tues., 7:30 p.m.
MASTER: KEN JOHNSON

Merchandise for Sale

Garage Sales

Gilmer, 6761 State Highway 154 
West, Thur.-Sat., Sept. 5-7, 8a.m.-? 
Huge indoor garage sale! Enormous 
fund raising sale at Barbwire Halo 
Cowboy Church. We have everything! 
Raising money for Arena Team. Low, 
low, low prices! Contact Melinda Hel-
penstill, 903-241-1783.

Estate Sales

Quitman - Clear Lakes, 348 CR 2128, 
Thurs.-Sat., Sept. 5-7, 9a.m. Estate 
sale, house full of items.

Services

Miscellaneous

Texas Made Lawn and Tree Care, 20 
years experience, free estimates. Call 
John at 512-673-6705.

Professional Trapping, Wildlife Bi-
ologist. Coyote, hogs, beaver, also 
lake management, weed control. All 
phases fish management. Call Mark 
903-569-7603.

Employment

Medical & Dental

Now hiring LVN, 2p.m.-10p.m.. Heri-
tage House Healthcare Centre, 1026 
E. Goode St., Quitman, 903-763-
2284. Under new ownership.

Rentals

Homes

1-2-3 Bedrooms for rent. No pets. 
M&M Property Management. 903-
569-9881.

Mobile Homes

Mobile homes for rent 3 bedroom 2 
bath single wide, 2 bedroom 1-1/2 
bath single wide. No pets allowed. 
903-850-3570.

Wanted to Lease

Pasture land for cows, 50 acres plus, 
903-473-8700.

Wood County Monitor classified ads

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

21

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “Robertson County
      ____” newspaper
  5  TXism: “covered
      like fur on _  ___”
  6  TXism: “dull as
      week-old ____
      pop”
  7  TX Martha of 1958
      film “Some Came
      Running”
  8  TX Chase
      Untermeyer was
      a director of this
      govt. media agcy.
  9  this Scala was in
      “Ride a Crooked
      Trail” with TX Audie
12  small town in San
      Patricio County
17  TXism: “__  _____
      a poke in the eye
      with a sharp stick”
19  TXism: “____  __
      a church mouse”
21  gas concentration
      threat (2 wds.)
22  LBJ named
      TX Edward _  ____
      ambassador to
      Australia (1965)
23  1942 musical:
      “My ___  ___”
28  TXism: “como
      ____”
      (How are you?)
29  past tense of “hold”
30  Paris Accords was
      _  _____ treaty
31  cowboy rope
35  relating to birds
36  TX poet/writer
      _____  ______
      Baker
42  TXism: “he couldn’t
      drive a nail ____  _
      ____ bank” (inept)
44  notable architect
      of Dallas City Hall

  1  the final show of
      this country talk
      show was recorded
      in TX (2 wds.)
  2  Looney Tunes’
      “Wile _  ______”
  3  shallow creek?
  4  Friona newspaper
  9  horse pace
10  TXism: “___  ___
      _____  ___ a duck’s
      back”
      (unconcerned)  

46  Abilene High is a
      cross ____  _____
      of Cooper
48  _  _____ mark looks
      like a quotation mark
49  this Solon won the
      Medal of Honor in
      Texas-Indian Wars
      (init.)
50  TXism: “___  _ spell”
51  men  

52  TX “Jim ___ Creek”
53  former Athens’
      “Black-____ Pea
      Jamboree”
54  “fully _____ (adult)
56  hole in ____
57  fish appendage
58  man with huge
      beer belly

11  once a military
      policy on gays:
      “Don’t ___, don’t
      tell”
12  U.S. clean air agcy.
13  gunfighter dentist
      (with only one “L”)
14  J.R. Ewing for
      TX Larry Hagman
15  spoken, not written
16  football field
      measurement
18  trauma centers in
      hospitals
20  this King wrote the
      novel, the basis of
      TX Sissy Spacek’s
      “Carrie” (init.)
23  TX-born Autry (init.)
24  TX-based labor
      union for American
      Airlines pilots
      (abbr.)  

25  this Strauss was
      first to manufac-
      ture blue jeans 
26  TX Drew Brees’
      pro team in New
      Orleans
27  TXism: “jumpy as
      _  ___  __ ice”
32  1st two vowels
33  dir. from 
      Nacogdoches to
      Livingston
34  “yes” south of 
      the border

36  this Kenny pitched
      for Rangers & now
      lives in TX (init.)
37  cuckoo birds
38  wandering
39  cut on a golf ball,
      familiarly
40  chose or selected
41  Gulf shrimp catchers
43  TXism: “fits like ugly
      on __ ape”
45  3rd and 4th vowels
47  in Fannin County on
      highway 34
48  TXism: “camps out
      in the ____ corner” 
      (religious)
55  TXism: “____ to the
      well once too often”
      (used too much)

P-1444
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COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

*–Offering FREE CNA Classes–*
F/T CNA’s & Transport CNA 

F/T LVN/RN

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New 
Shift 

Differentials

Texas Made Lawn
and Tree Care

20 years experience
Free estimates

Call John at
512-673-6705

Custodial Workers Wanted
Mineola ISD is looking for 
Custodial Workers, Part Time & Full Time.
For additional information, contact Rickey Browning

903-569-2448 or 903-802-1635.

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1443
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
PROPERTY FOR SALE

The City of Mineola, Texas, Owner and Seller, is offering 
property ID R36824 located on W. Front Street, Legal 
Description: Partial Lot 5A, 5B, 5C Blk D Mineola Townsites, 
for sale by sealed bid.  The property is located at the southeast 
corner of W. Front Street and South Street.  

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly and 
plainly marked “Offer to Purchase Property at W. Front & 
South Street” and must be physically received and filed in 
the office of the City Secretary no later than 3:00 P.M. on 
Friday, September 28th, 2019.  All bids received after the 
prescribed opening time, regardless of the mode of delivery, 
shall be returned unopened.  Responses to offers provided in 
sealed envelope plainly marked “Offer to Purchase Property 
at W. Front & South Street” will be made as soon as practical.

The City of Mineola reserves the right to accept such bids 
as it shall deem most advantageous to the City and reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids, or portions thereof, and to 
waive all formalities.  

Terms of Sale and Offer Sheet may be obtained from and 
mailed or delivered to:

Cindy Karch, City Secretary
City of Mineola

300 Greenville Hwy
Mineola, Texas 75773

All inquiries should be directed to City Manager Mercy 
Rushing at 903.569.6183.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FY 2020 COUNTY CLERK’S 

RECORD  ARCHIVE
In accordance to Local Government Code 118.025(g), the 
Commissioner’s Court of Wood County, Texas will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, September 16, 2019 @ 8:55A.M. 
in the Commissioners Courtroom, Main Floor, Wood 
County Courthouse on the FY 2020 annual written plan 
for funding the preservation and restoration of the County 
Clerk’s Records Archive Fund.

After holding this public hearing, the Commissioners 
Court shall consider approval of the plan. This action is 
scheduled for 9:30 A.M. on Monday, September 16, 2019, at 
the same location.

________________________________
Kelley Price
Wood County Clerk

Public Hearing
Wood County Central Hospital District 

will hold a public hearing 
on the 2019 - 2020 Annual Budget on 

September  12, 2019 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at the UT Health Quitman Hospital Board Room 
located at 117 N. Winnsboro St. Quitman Texas.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Jack Christian Rau, Deceased, were issued 
on August 26, 2019, under Cause No. 13,524, pending in the 
County Court of Wood County,Texas, to Judith Ann Davis, 
Independent Executor.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the 
estate, addressed as follows: 

Judith Ann Davis, Executor
Estate o f Jack Christian Rau, Deceased 
c/o Brad Wilson
Attorney at Law
Wilson Law Office
P. O. Box 1529
Quitman, Texas 75783

All persons having claims against this estate, which is 
currently being administered, are required to present them 
within the time and in the manner prescribed by law. 

August 28, 2019.

______________________________
Brad Wilson
Attorney for Executor

Small Taxing Unit Notice
The Emergency Service District #1 

will hold a meeting at 9:00 AM on September 16, 2019 at 
Holly Lake Volunteer Fire Dept., 126 FM 2869, Hawkins, Tx 
75765 to consider adopting a proposed tax rate for tax year 
2019. The proposed tax rate is $0.0200 per $100 of value.

The proposed tax rate would increase total taxes in 
Emergency Service District #1 by 3.63%.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF NONDISCRIMINATION IN
 CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Mineola ISD offers career and technical education programs 
in Welding, Auto Tech, Education, Ranch Management and 
Informational Technologies. Admission to these programs is 
based on course sequence and choice of students.

It is the policy of Mineola ISD not to discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap in its vocational 
programs, services or activities as required by Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, as amended.

It is the policy of Mineola ISD not to discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age in 
its employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as 
amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended.

Mineola ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English 
language skills will not be a barrier to admission and 
participation in all educational and vocational programs.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, 
contact the Title IX Coordinator at parkersonm@mineolaisd.
net 903-569-2448, and/or the Section 504 Coordinator at 
knippj@mineolaisd.net , 903-569-2448.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
(NOTIFICACIÓN PÚBLICA DE NO DISCRIMINACIÓN EN
 PROGRAMAS DE CARRERA Y EDUCACIÓN TÉCNICA)

Mineola ISD ofrece programas de educación técnica y 
vocacional en soldadura, tecnología de auto, educación, 
administración de rancho, y tecnología informativa.  La 
admisión a estos programas se basa en la secuencia de curso 
y la selección de los estudiantes.

Es norma de Mineola ISD no discriminar en sus programas, 
servicios o actividades vocacionales por motivos de raza, 
color, origen nacional, sexo o impedimento, tal como lo 
requieren el Título VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, 
según enmienda; Título IX de las Enmiendas en la Educación 
de 1972, y la Sección 504 de la Ley de Rehabilitación de 1973, 
según enmienda.

Es norma de Mineola ISD no discriminar en sus procedimientos 
de empleo por motivos de raza, color, origen nacional, sexo, 
impedimento o edad, tal como lo requieren el Título VI de la Ley 
de Derechos Civiles de 1964, según enmienda; Título IX de las 
Enmiendas en la Educación, de 1972, la ley de Discriminación 
por Edad, de 1975, según enmienda; y la Sección 504 de la Ley 
de Rehabilitación de 1973, según enmienda.

Mineola ISD tomará las medidas necesarias para asegurar que 
la falta de habilidad en el uso del inglés no sea un obstáculo 
para la admisión y participación en todos los programas 
educativos y vocacionales.

Para información sobre sus derechos o procedimientos 
de quejas, comuníquese con el Coordinador del Título IX 
en (parkersonm@mineolaisd.net), 903-569-2448 y/o el 
Coordinador de la Sección 504 en (knippj@mineolaisd.net), 
903-569-2448.

CAUSE NUMBER 13,536

IN RE: ESTATE OF  IN THE COUNTY COURT 

MARY ALLENE JOHNSON,  OF

DECEASED WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT
Notice is hereby given that on the 26th day of August, 
2019, Letters Testamentary on the estate of Mary Allene 
Johnson, Deceased, were issued to Cynthia Ann Biggs, 
the Independent Executor duly appointed herein by the 
Honorable Judge Lucy Hebron, County Court, Wood 
County, Texas, in the above-entitled Cause.
All persons having claims against this estate are here-
by required to present the same to the above-named 
Independent Executor at 178 Drifting Cloud, Holly Lake 
Ranch, Texas 75765 or c/o Huff & Jungman Law Office, 
LLP, Attn:  Seth Jungman, 102 West Moore Avenue, Suite 
216, Terrell, Texas 75160, within the time prescribed by 
law.
Signed this 26th day of August, 2019.

________________________________
CYNTHIA ANN BIGGS, 
Independent Executor

Small Taxing Unit Notice
The City of Yantis will hold a meeting at 6:00 PM 
on September 10, 2019 at Yantis City Hall, Yantis, 
Tx 75497 to consider adopting a proposed tax 
rate for tax year 2019. The proposed tax rate is 
$0.2002 per $100 of value.
The proposed tax rate would increase total taxes 
in City of Yantis by 7.92%.
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A S S I S T E D L I V I N G

903-569-2311
Located on Highway 37 one 

mile north of Walmart

Featured Product!
Pride 4-wheel Mobility Scooter

Quitman, TX ◆ 903-920-4882
Veteran & senior citizen discount

facebook.com/RocketTowingRecovery
rockettowingandrecovery@gmail.com

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Lady Guards of 

Brook Hill came to Mineola 
and swept the Lady Jackets 
in volleyball pre-district ac-
tion Aug. 27.  

Brook Hill leveraged a 
disciplined attack and an 
especially well-tuned ser-
vice game to stymie the 
Lady Jackets.

The Lady Guards com-
mitted only four service er-
rors all match, and very few 
miss hits. 

Mineola scored the first 
point of the night when the 
return of Meghan Brew-
ington’s service went long. 
Despite registering the first 
score, the opening game jit-
ters belonged to the Lady 
Jackets.

Brook Hill opened up a 
quick 5-1 lead.

Trailing 12-8, Mineola 
looked primed for a rally. 
Brook Hill had just given 
up an easy point on an un-
forced error.

Brittany Pickle stepped 
back to serve.

The ensuing volley was 
one of the longest of the 
night. It included a beauti-
ful dig by Brewington, but 
in the end Brook Hill took 
the service back with an ef-
ficiently-executed kill.

Three quick points lat-
er, after a block of Valerie 
Garcia at the net, a nice-
ly-played drop shot, and an 
unreturnable service, Brook 
Hill was up 17-8.

Mineola could not close 

the margin in game one.  
The Lady Guards took 
game one, 25-15. 

Game two opened on a 
positive note for the Lady 
Jackets.

Two early kills by Tahjae 
Black and one by Sabria 
Dean knotted the score at 4.

A Brook Hill score after 
a long volley proved to be 
an early turning point. The 
point came after a tremen-
dous block by Black at the 
net which was saved by the 
Lady Guards.

Brook Hill catapulted off 
of that score and doubled 
the advantage to 16-8. 

Kill shots by Dean and 
Pickle and a combined 
block by the two Lady 
Jackets shaped a Mineola 
mini-rally which closed the 
score to 18-11.

Brook Hill buckled down 
to dispatch the Lady Jackets 
25-12.   

The third game saw eight 
ties in early action.

The score stood 11-11 with 
neither team able to retain 
service.

Mineola was within a 
point, 16-15, before the vis-
itors surged ahead.

Two aces and two kills 
in the final moments saw 
Brook Hill through to the 
match win. 

Mineola Lady Jacket Sabria Dean successfully blocks a shot at net under the watchful eye of Coach TaShara Everett. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Tahjae Black goes up for a kill attempt against the Lady Guard last Tuesday. 
(Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Brook Hill Lady Guards too much for MHS Lady Jackets
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It’s time for family, fishing 
and fun at Lake Fork’s 33rd 
Big Bass Splash presented 
by Sealy Outdoors Sept. 20-
22. There is $516,000 guaran-
teed in cash and prizes. First 
place overall will win a 2019 
Triton 189 TRX Powered 
by Mercury equipped with 
Minn Kota, Lowrance, Pow-
er Pole and Navionics; 2019 
RAM Truck and $7,000.

Fifteen places will be paid 
in cash each hour of each 
tournament day beginning 
with the 7-8 a.m. hour and 
continuing through the 1-2 
p.m. hour for the 15 single 
heaviest bass weighed in. 
Heaviest bass each hour will 
win $1,500, but all of the top 
15 places will get cash each 
hour of the tournament.

Contestant(s) weighing 
in the first 2.50 pound ex-
act weight bass each day 
of the tournament will win 
$5,000. The contestant(s) 
who weighs in the heaviest 
bass under the slot each day 
will win $5,000. In addition, 
all contestants are eligible 
to win a 2019 Triton in the 
famous “Elimination Draw-
ing.” “You Can’t Win if You 
Don’t Play” optional bonus 
games such as the Bonus 
Card “AKA” Insurance Card 
and Bonus Shirt Hours can 
win you additional cash. 

Children 5-12 may partici-
pate in the Little Anglers Di-
vision and win Academy gift 
cards and trophies/medals 
for twinning catches of bass, 
catfish, crappie or perch.

Registration is open on-
line. To enter, visit www.
sealyoutdoors.com. Early 
bird registration deadline 
is Tuesday, Sept. 10. Onsite 
registration will be at Lake 
Fork Marina from 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19. 
Registration will continue 
each morning from 5-6 a.m. 

on tournament days. Tour-
nament entry fees are $160 
for one day, $210 for two 
days and $260 for three days. 
The Little Anglers Division 
entry fee is $10 per day. 

All tournament contes-
tants and spectators with a 
drawing ticket will be eli-
gible to win an Odes UTV 
valued at $15,995 during 
Sunday awards ceremony. 
Come to the tournament site 
and get a free ticket for the 
open drawing Sunday, Sept. 
22. Must be at least 18 years 
of age and be present to win. 

The Big Bass Splash events 
are considered to be the 
world’s largest grassroots 
amateur big bass fishing 
tournament of its kind. The 
Big Bass Splash attracts 
thousands of amateur an-
glers to these weekend 
events. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from registration fees 
go to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital. 

Wood County Industri-
al Commission is an event 
sponsor and venue host. 
“Wood County Industri-
al Commission has been 
a sponsor of the Big Bass 
Splash for nearly a decade. 
This is one of the larger bass 
tournaments held on Lake 
Fork with close to 3,000 ama-
teur fishermen each Septem-
ber. This tournament brings 
in a host of professional 
anglers as well as families 
and visitors to the lake and 
county,” Executive Director 
Kiki Bettis explained. “Rec-
reational fishing is one of 
the largest industries in the 
county and state. Anglers 
are huge contributors to the 
economy as they generate 
thousands of dollars in re-
tail sales through a variety 
of services including hotels, 
restaurants, tackle supplies, 
boats, and much more.”

Local hunters will have 
ample opportunity to bag 
white-tailed deer with the 
expanded antlerless deer 
season. The Wood County 
antlerless season opens Nov. 
2 and closes Nov. 17 for 
hunting license tags. Man-
aged Lands Deer Program 
(MLDP) season for antler-
less white-tailed deer runs 
from Nov. 2 to Jan. 5, 2020.

For over 100 years, deer 
populations have been man-
aged, and hunting limits 
set, at the county level in 
Texas. Although the limits 
are yet disseminated to the 
public by county, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) manages all 
state wildlife through 10 
ecological areas. The areas 
are determined by likeness 
in topography and climate 
among other criteria. Wood 
County shares the Post Oak 
Savannah Area. 

The Post Oak Savannah 
originates with the Red Riv-
er counties of Fannin, La-
mar, Red River and Bowie, 
stretching south by south-
west toward the hill country. 
It was commonly known as 

the Cross Timbers region 
due to stands of hardwoods 
which were often encoun-
tered slicing across open 
ground.   

According to TPWD Re-
gion 3 Director Stephen 
Lange, the department ap-
plies resource management 
units, which are quantifiable 
variables, to manage deer 
population. Habitat acreage, 
number of hunting licenses, 
tags, surveys, hunter harvest 
data and anecdotal informa-
tion is used to determine the 
health of the deer popula-
tion. 

The decision to extend an 
antlerless season was large-
ly founded on the deter-
mination of a very healthy 
white-tailed population in 
the county.

“Our decisions are based 
on the last ten years of data,” 
stated Lange. “We have had 
excellent conditions for deer 
in the past 4-5 years, and 
most does we have sighted 
have a fawn.”  The extension 
of the antlerless season will 
also bring Wood County in 
line with neighboring coun-
ties.

The most important de-
scriptor of a healthy deer 
population is the weight of 
culled deer. “A deer’s weight 
gives indications of ade-
quate foliage to support the 
population,” Lange contin-
ued. “It is always a balance 
which must be carefully 
monitored,” he explained. 

The MLDP is a volun-
tary state program where-
by property owners may 
receive customized deer 
harvesting numbers from 
the state, or be more close-
ly monitored by state game 
officials to maximize all as-
pects of their resident wild-
life. State biologists offer the 
landowners specific recom-
mendations for their ranch-
es.  

With over one million reg-
istered hunters in the state, 
the seasons are designed to 
maintain stable and healthy 
wild game populations. A 
new trend in the sport is 
growth in the 30-35 year 
old hunter who takes up the 
sport in mid-life as an out-
door hobby.

The TPWD area office is 
located at the old Texas State 
Quail Hatchery near the in-
tersection of FM 248 and 
FM 848 southeast of Tyler.  
Wildlife Biologist Larry Leb-
eau is one of three biologists 
assigned at Tyler. The office 
may be reached at 903-566-
1626. Hunters are encour-
aged to review the adjacent 
graphic detailing the Wood 
County deer hunting season.

Wood County Deer Hunting Seasons

Archery Only   Sept. 28-Nov. 1
General Session   Nov. 2, 2019-Jan. 5, 2020
Antlerless Season  Nov. 2-17 by MLDP tag or
    hunting license tag
    Nov. 18-Jan. 5, 2020 by
    MLDP tag only
Early Youth-only Season Oct. 26-27
Late Youth-only Season Jan. 6-19, 2020
Muzzleloader   Jan. 6-19, 2020

Wood County doe hunting season extended

Big Bass is back at Lake Fork

Charles Blundell proudly displays the trophy he won for his first place catch 
at the 2018 Big Bass Splash at Lake Fork. Blundell’s winning big bass hit the 
scales at 11.15 pounds.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Alba-Golden Panthers 
steamrolled the Hawkins 
Hawks 45-24 in the initial 
contest of the 2019 football 
campaign Aug. 30 at Low-
rance Field. The Panthers 
racked up 329 yards rushing 
and dominated the line of 
scrimmage all night. 

Things did not portend 
well for Hawkins from the 
start as the stars and stripes 
were missing from the ven-
ue and the flagpole stood 
empty throughout the game.

The Hawks covered the 
Panthers’ opening on-side 
kick and began the initial 
series in excellent field po-
sition. After a quick three-
and-out, Hawkins punted, 
and Alba-Golden took over 
on their own 28 yard line. 

The Panther defense dom-
inated the Hawks on the 
night, allowing just 26 total 
yards in the first half and 
only 111 yards for the game. 
The defensive squad re-
mained aggressive through-
out and dominated the point 
of attack. Seldom did only a 
single Panther make a tack-
le, as gang-tackling featured.

In their initial series, the 
Panthers began the steady 
dose of hard-nosed running. 
Fans will become well-ac-
customed to the regimen: 
power off-tackle with Body 
Baker, misdirection with 
Jon-Michael Chadwick, and 
a quick opener or draw with 
Austin Hartley.  The initial 
series stalled at the 45. After 
a Hawkins off sides penal-
ty, the Panthers converted a 
manageable 4th down. 

Quarterback Blake Weis-
sert hit wide out Matt Rog-
ers for a 35-yard comple-
tion over the top. This set 
up Baker who scored on a 
5-yard rumble. Alba-Golden 
went up 6-0 within the first 
four minutes of play.

Neither team could gener-
ate offense on the next two 
possessions. 

The Hawks had an excel-
lent chance to tie the game 
and change the whole state 
of play. On a third down 
from midfield, Hawks 
quarterback Zach Conde 
launched a deep pass down 
the middle which hit the re-
ceiver, who was desperately 
trying to locate the ball, in 
the back. It fell incomplete 
but could have fundamen-
tally changed the game. 

Hawkins punted and 
downed the ball at the Pan-
thers’ one yard line. Al-
ba-Golden buckled up and 
began a 16-play, 99-yard 
drive resulting in a beautiful 
scoring strike from Weissert 
to Chris Chabuad on a well-
timed corner route. With 
9:30 to play in the half, the 
Panthers took a 13-0 lead.

The ensuing series was the 
Panthers’ best defensive se-
ries of the game. Tim Mitch-

ell made an excellent stop on 
first down on an off-tackle 
run. Although Hawkins 
completed an out route and 
gained a first down on the 
next play, the attacking na-
ture of the line and lineback-
ers was relentless. Mitchell 
stuffed another inside run 
on second down, and Baker 
made the biggest defensive 
play of the half by sacking 
the quarterback for a big 
loss in a classic form tackle. 
Hawkins punted.

The Panthers run game 
ground out yardage in big 
chunks. After three succes-
sive first downs and with 
the ball at the Hawks’ 34 
yard line, the Panthers went 
for a big play. Quarterback 
Weissert made the first of 
two mistakes on the night, 
putting a long ball up on a 
post route into double cov-
erage. Hawkins intercepted 
the ball and took over inside 
their own five yard line. 

After a hard run by Haw-
kins senior halfback Jordan 
McGowan for a new set of 
downs, successive plays by 
Baker and Michael Gaskill 
stopped the Hawks. Anoth-
er punt ensued.

From the Hawkins’ 40, 
Hartley broke free on a nice 
draw through the left side 
for a 14-yard gain. Weissert 
then found Baker wide open 
in the flat and Baker cruised 
into the end zone for a score. 
After a successful conver-
sion by Chabuad, the Pan-
thers led 20-0. 

The Panthers were not yet 
done. A fumbled Hawks ex-
change was covered by the 
Panthers and they took over 
in Hawkins territory with 31 
seconds to play. After a deep 
incompletion, Chadwick 
took the ball around left end 
on a 24-yard scamper down 
to the 6 yard line. With :08 
on the clock, Weissert loft-
ed a gorgeous flag route to 
Mitchell who made the catch 
in the end zone.  Alba-Gold-
en led 26-0 at the half.     

Alba-Golden stumbled 

coming out for the second 
half. After having moved 
the ball into Hawkins ter-
ritory on the initial drive, 
Weissert found himself un-
der immense backside pres-
sure deep in the pocket and 
attempted to throw the ball 
short. Hawkins’ John Hester 
intercepted and returned it 
76 yards for a score.

The turn of events seemed 
to affect the Panthers. Two 
penalties and a big loss on 
a fumbled ball marred the 
next possession. After fight-
ing back to mid-field, Al-
ba-Golden turned the ball 
over on downs. 

Hawkins returned the mo-
mentum to the visitors. Af-
ter being stopped shy of a 

first down, the Hawks fum-
bled the punt snap and the 
Panthers took over on the 
Hawk’s 18 yard line. Chad-
wick scooted around left 
end to make the score 32-8.

Alba-Golden forced Haw-
kins to turn the ball over on 
downs in their next posses-
sion, and took over at mid-
field. Just seconds into the 
4th quarter, Chadwick took 
a handoff off left tackle, cut 
back across the pursuit and 
scored on an amazing 40-
yard run. 

The game was comfortably 
out of reach at 38-8.  Hawkins 
scored twice in the closing 

stages: once on a flea-flicker 
and again following an Al-
ba-Golden fumble deep in 
their own territory. The Pan-
thers also scored again on 
a 38-yard run around right 
end by Baker.  

For Coach Webster and the 
Panthers it was an excellent 
start. The line play was sol-
id, timing correct and errors 
few. Defensively, it was a 
masterful effort.  No doubt, 
the coaching staff will be 
busy correcting those big 
mistakes which could cost 
district games in October.

The Panthers travel to Big 
Sandy Friday to take on a 
Wildcat team who is smart-
ing from a big 70-7 loss to St. 
Augustine.

The Panthers defense played stellar football in the opening season win against Hawkins. (Monitor photo by John 
Arbter)

Alba-Golden runs away from Hawks

Alba-Golden running back Jon-Michael Chadwick takes the ball through the 
right side in Friday’s action against Hawkins. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

The Quitman Lady bull-
dogs got back on the win-
ning track with a 3-0 victory 
over Class 4A Spring Hill last 
Tuesday at home. Quitman 
took the match by the scores 
of 25-18, 25-18, 25-23. The 
win raised the Lady ‘Dogs 
season record to 10-15. The 
Quitman squad continues to 
prepare for the District 12-
3A opener set for Sept. 13 at 
home against Lone Oak.

“We play a tough pre-sea-

son schedule to get us ready 
for district. This is a tough 
district and you have to be 
ready every game if you 
want to compete,” Quitman 
Head Coach Ashlee Lingo 
said.

Sophomore middle block-
er Ava Burroughs led the 
Lady Bulldog scoring surge 
with 10 kills and four blocks 
and she served three aces. 
Senior hitter Julia Simpkins 
came through with seven 
kills and added a dig.

Shelby Hays continued 
consistent back court play 

for a solid all around match 
with 22 assists, five digs, 
three kills and an impressive 
five aces. Jentri Jackson frus-
trated Spring Hill’s offen-
sive efforts with 20 digs and 
coming off an injury, Mad-
dy Whitehurst added three 
kills, four digs and an ace.

In sub-varsity action Quit-
man JV fell in a close and 
exciting match to Spring 
Hill 23-25, 25-22, 23-25. The 
freshman team was victori-
ous taking their match over 
Spring Hill with dominate 
25-13, 25-9 scores.

Lady Bulldogs dominate Spring Hill in three

The Quitman Lady Bull-
dogs ran into one of the 
state’s elite volleyball pro-
grams on the road at Beck-
ville Friday. Beckville took 
the match in three sets by 
scores of 15-25, 12-25, 11-25.

“Beckville was simply a 
great team and we did not 
play our best game against 
them,” Head Coach Ashlee 
Lingo said.

Sophomore middle block-
er Ava Burroughs had five 
kills, a dig, one ace, one 

block and one assist. Senior 
Shelby Hayes continued her 
consistent play with 11 as-
sists and three digs and Jen-
tri Jackson added 10 digs. 
Junior Lucy Brannon was 
solid with eight digs, four 
kills, one ace and one assist.

Quitman begins to wind 
down pre-season play. The 
Lady Bulldogs take on a 
tough Class 4A Lindale 
team on the road Friday 
with the varsity beginning 
at 4:30 p.m.

Beckville sweeps Lady Bulldogs
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1548 CR 3540 • Hawkins, TX 75765
(903) 769-7750

602 E. Goode St.
Quitman

903-763-2931

Open Mon.-Fri.
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Quitman Head Volleyball Coach
Ashlee Lingo

COACHES' CORNER

''
District is right around the corner.
We continue to try to learn from
every game and become the best
team we can be.

''
Quitman Head Football Coach

Bryan Oakes

I’m looking forward to see how we respond this
week in practice. There was a look in the kid’s
eyes after the game that tells me they are going
to go to work hard to get after Scurry-Rosser.

''
Mineola Head Football Coach
LUKE BLACKWELL

Mineola Head Volleyball Coach
TASHARA EVERETT

Obviously, we are disappointed anytime we lose,
however, our kids understand it is a long season and
we play a tough non-district schedule for a reason.
Looking back, I think we will take away a lot of
positives from the game, and put things into focus on
the things we did not do well in order to continue to
improve. I expect our kids to bounce back this week
as we travel to Canton to take on a tough Eagle team.

We finished the tournament season at
Marshall. We have made great strides
during tournament season. We have
been to two championship brackets
and have fought and grown as a team.

COACHES' CORNER

We offer complete Propane Service along with
professional grade welding supplies and gases.

TIME FOR A FILL UP?

Mineola/Grand Saline
903-569-3837

Quitman/Winnsboro
903-763-2712

Lindale
903-882-6106

www.GasandSupply.com

GIVE US A
CALL TODAY!

We are proud to have served Texans for over 60 years based on the
principles of Professionalism, Honesty, Integrity and treating

others as they would want to be treated!

MINEOLA • (903) 569-5115

Photo by Gene’s Photography Photo by Gene’s Photography

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@woodcountymonitor.com

This one did not go as 
planned. The Cumby Tro-
jans got revenge from last 
year’s 30-6 loss to Quitman 
by pounding out a 48-12 
win. The Trojans took a 14-
12 lead with 1:46 to go in the 
first half and never looked 
back as the Bulldogs fell vic-
tim to costly turnovers. 

Head Coach Bryan Oakes 
was disappointed. “This 
was definitely a tough loss. 
We are disappointed that 
our guys underestimated 
the opponent. I had talked to 
them previously and hoped 
they were mature enough 
to understand that they 
were going to get Cumby’s 
best,” Oakes noted. “Cumby 
played well and we contin-
ued to shoot ourselves in the 
foot in the second half. I’m 
looking forward to practice 
to see how they respond.” 

Cumby took the opening 
kick-off and drove 59 yards 
using 12 plays and over five 
minutes, scoring on a one-
yard run by Keagan McCo-
llum for a 6-0 lead. The Bull-
dogs took the kick-off and 
took just four plays and less 
than minute to score on an 
11-yard run by Trey Berry 
with 5:15 to go in the open-
ing quarter. The highlight 
was a 21-yard pass from Ber-
ry to Ty Holland. 

Cumby’s next drive was 
halted by Quitman defensive 
back Rylie Flanagan’s inter-
ception. The Bulldogs took 
over on their own 22 yard 
line. Holland scampered for 
23 yards. Holland and Ber-
ry connected on a third and 
18 pass play for 19 yards to 
move into Cumby territory. 
The quarter ended with the 
score 6-6. Two plays into the 
second quarter, Berry hit a 
wide open Flanagan for a 23 
yard touchdown pass and 
the Bulldogs led 12-6.

Cumby scored on an 18-
yard run by Jacob DiMidio 
with just 1:46 left in the half. 
They added the two-point 
conversion run by quarter-
back Cameron Scott to give 

the Trojans a 14-12 lead at 
intermission. Scott gained 
88 yards on 13 carries for the 
night while DeMidio netted 
145 yards on 13 carries.

Holland took the second 
half kick-off for Quitman 
25 yards to the Quitman 
39. The Bulldogs used eight 
plays to get to the Cumby 
26 yard line, but disaster 
struck. A Bulldog fumble, 
the first of several second 
half mistakes, was recovered 
by the Trojans. Cumby used 
seven running plays to drive 
73 yards and score on a Scott 
one-yard plunge giving the 
Trojans a 20-12 edge. 

Quitman lost another fum-
ble at the Quitman 49 yard 
line. A sack put Cumby third 
and 16, but a penalty gave 
the Trojans a first, and three 
plays later Scott scored from 
six yards to make it 26-12 
with 1:08 left in the period.

The Bulldogs lost yet an-
other fumble and Cumby re-
turned it to the home team’s 
15 yard line. Cumby ran it 
down to the one yard line 
as the quarter ended. On the 
first play of the final quarter, 
Dimidio scored and the con-

version was successful mak-
ing it a 34-12 Trojan lead.   

Holland returned the kick-
off to the Quitman 38 and 
two plays later, Berry scored 
his second touchdown on a 
59-yard jaunt closing the gap 
to 34-18.

Cumby came back with 
another DiMidio score from 
56 yards with 4:55 to go to 
give the Trojans a 46-18 lead. 
The Trojans got two more 
points on a safety with 3:09 
for the 48-18 final tally.

Berry scored twice and 
rushed for 113 yards on 13 
carries. He was 4-10 passing 
for 62 yards and one touch-
down. Holland ground out 
42 yards and had an 18-yard 
completion to Berry. River 
Chaney and Elisio Turcois 
gained tough yards on short 
yardage situations while 
both were solid from their 
linebacker positions.

Last Thursday night the 
Quitman JV traveled to 
Cumby and came home 
with their first win taking 
down the JV Trojans 30-6. 
The JV is at home Thursday 
to play Scurry-Rosser.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Yellowjacket fans need not 
be alarmed by the initial sea-
son loss against a talented 
4A Wills Point Tiger team, 
31-14, in the season opener 
last Friday. The game re-
vealed plenty to be excited 
about for the 2019 edition of 
the Mineola Yellowjackets. 

What we know is this: 
Trevion Sneed is back! The 
first two Yellowjacket offen-
sive plays were off-tackle 
hand-offs to Sneed.  He car-
ried for 11 yards on his first 
run and eight on his sec-
ond. The manner in which 
Sneed runs the ball is truly 
unique. He uses every pos-
sible technique to out-mus-
cle and out-maneuver a de-
fense. Those first two runs 
featured speed and power, 
a spin, a fake and a hurdle.  
He repeated the feat in the 
first two plays of the second 
half, gaining nine yards off 
left tackle and seven yards 
off right tackle. Finishing 
with 69 yards on 12 carries, 
Sneed will undoubtedly be 
the primary offensive weap-
on once district play begins. 

Thomas Hooten is at home 
playing quarterback. The 
new QB is not trying to fit in 
to the offensive system; he is 
already making the system 
his own. Hooten was in his 
element on Friday making 
throws on the move, avoid-
ing blitzers and using sur-
prising quickness to pick up 
yardage. He didn’t just play 
quarterback on Friday, he 
led the team. 

Mineola plays Mineola 
football. The team never 
quits. The effort does not 
lapse. The mental and phys-
ical toughness is there on the 
last play of the game. It was 
obvious as the game went 
into the fourth quarter. One 
could almost see the Wills 
Point team look at the Yel-
lowjackets players and ques-
tion, “Why don’t ya’ll give 
up…we are up 24-7?!” The 
Tigers looked exasperated at 
the continuing effort of the 
visiting Yellowjackets.

If Coach Blackwell was 
looking for a good test of 
his team’s resolve, the Wills 
Point Tigers were a great 
opponent. The Tigers fea-
ture a handful of backs, any 
one of which could be the 
primary feature back at any 
school in East Texas. They 
have built a cohesive offen-
sive line and are skilled at a 
variety of blocking schemes. 
Defensively, Wills Point 
closes down gaps as well as 
anyone. The teams probed 
the opposing defenses in the 
first series. Each team picked 
up a first down before punt-
ing. 

The Tigers struck first. On 
the opening play of their 
second possession, the Ti-
gers faked a lead play to the 
right and the quarterback 
pulled the ball back. Sens-
ing the defensive pursuit, 
the quarterback stepped 
back against the flow of the 
play, dodged one oncom-
ing defender from the back-
side, and sprinted directly 
through the middle of the 
Yellowjacket defense.  After 
an 87 yard sprint, the Tigers 
were up 6-0. 

The Yellowjackets picked 
up a first down in the ensu-
ing series. On a fourth-and-2 
the Tigers crashed their de-
fensive ends and trapped 
Sneed short of the marker. 
Mineola turned the ball over 
on downs.

The Tigers had the mo-
mentum and rolled to a 14-0 
lead. The 47-yard scoring 
drive featured a 27-yard 
pass completion across the 
middle and a strong power 
running game. 

As the quarter ended, Min-
eola was in the middle of a 
10-play drive. Mixing wide 
receiver screens with de-
signed quarterback runs and 
jet sweeps, the Yellowjackets 
marched down to the Tigers’ 
34 yard line. They faced a 
fourth-and-4. Hooten rolled 
right and had a receiver on a 
short out route, but the quar-
terback had to jump to clear 
a defender at his feet and the 
ball sailed just inches over 
the target. Wills Point took 

over on downs. 
The Tigers sensed that they 

could break the game open, 
and the Yellowjackets were 
determined to stop them. 
The next series was some of 
the best football one could 
wish to see. The home side 
picked up two quick first 
downs. On a second down 
from the Mineola 37 yard 
line, the Tigers threw a short 
swing pass in the flat. Senior 
Yellowjacket Wiley Franks 
read the play and crushed 
the back just as he made the 
catch, pushing Wills Point 
back to midfield.

On a fourth-and-11, Wills 
Point called a reverse which 
went for 23 yards down to 
the 13 yard line. Yellowjack-
et defender Kobe Kendrick 
threw the quarterback for a 
loss on the next play, and the 
Jackets kept the Tigers out of 
the end zone. A 25-yard field 
goal made the score 17-0.

Mineola needed a score be-
fore half. Hooten took to the 
air and rallied the team for 
a six-play 60-yard scoring 
drive. The first touchdown 
of the 2019 season came on 
a 30-yard toss from Hooten 
to freshman Dawson Pend-
ergrass on a go route. 

Wills Point pressed hard to 
score in the final moments of 
the half, but the Yellowjack-
ets defense ripped the ball 
from a Tiger receiver and 
ended the threat.  At the half 
the score stood 17-7.

The Yellowjackets came 
out for the second half firing 
on all cylinders. Cole Castle-
berry returned the kick-off to 
the 36 yard line. The Jackets 
picked up a quick first down 
thanks to the hard running 
of Sneed. On a second down 
from midfield, Mineola took 
a deep shot. Wide out Dal-
ton Rogers was open on a 
post route, but the pass just 
missed him on what was 
likely a scoring play. Mine-
ola turned the ball over on 
downs. 

The Yellowjacket defense 
stiffened and forced a Tigers 
punt. Mineola took over on 

Quitman’s Rylie Flanagan (88) tries to elude a Cumby defender in Friday’s 
game at Bud Moody Stadium. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Cumby grinds out win over Quitman Mineola opens with 31-14 loss to Wills Point

See MINEOLA, Page 12ASee QUITMAN, Page 12A
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HELP & HOPE FOR  
SINGLE PARENTS

There aren’t many people who truly understand the unique challenges single parents 

face. You deeply desire to do what’s best for your kids, but sometimes it’s all you can 

do to survive from one day to the next. Single & Parenting is a special weekly group 

that will bring hope to your life. We’d love for you to join us.

4:30 p.m. Sundays!
September 15--November 22!
First Christian Church, Mineola!
903-569-2537--Call for info!
209 N. Pacific Street!
Childcare and Meal Provided!
rson.mineolafcc@att.net

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Cross country teams from 
30 East Texas schools com-
peted last Friday morning at 
the Mineola Invitational.  An 
early start time ensured safe 
conduct of the event and ex-
cellent conditions for racing. 

The Mineola boys squad 
finished second in the 1A-
3A division with a score of 
70, just two points behind 
division winners Atlan-
ta. The Mineola girls team 
placed third in their divi-
sion, behind Ft. Worth Cas-
tleberry and Miller Grove. 
Running for Mineola were 
David Amador, Dalton 
Crowson, Carlos Galaz, 
Omar Galaz and Cris Alejo. 
Lady Jackets in competition 
were Juliana Stanley, Alys-
sa Lankford, Hannah Zoch, 
Shylah Kratzmeyer, Kapri 
Riley, Keilee Riley and Emly 
Wiley.   

Quitman’s boys and girls 
teams finished in fifth and 
13th place respectively. 
Bulldogs Brandon Jimenez, 
Diego Osornio, Aiden Cor-
rior, Matthew Smith and 
Jace Reid raced for Quit-
man. Madyson Pence, Al-
exa Flores, Bonnie Vander-
Schaaf, Citlaly Flores, Joanna 
Santiago, Lizzy Herring and 
Cristina Ramirez composed 
the Lady Bulldog side.  

Sulphur Springs captured 
first in the 5A-6A girls com-
petition, while Ft. Worth 
Castleberry finished atop the 
4A–6A boys. Castleberry also 
secured the JV girls division 
and the Brownsboro Bears 
claimed the JV boys title. 

The one mile circuit start-
ed on the practice field be-
hind the middle school, 
traversed behind the soft-
ball and baseball fields, pro-
ceeded east then southeast 
along the school property 
line before making a sharp 
right hand turn and reenter-
ing the practice field. As is 
the convention, 5A–6A girls 
and varsity boys ran three 

circuits, while the junior var-
sity squads and 1A–4A girls 
raced two circuits. 

Upcoming cross country 
meets include: Alba-Gold-
en @ Grace Cougars Invita-
tional Sept. 14, Mineola and 
Quitman boys @ UT Tyler 
Sept. 7, Quitman girls @ Jes-
se Owens Complex, Dallas 
Sept. 14, and Yantis @ North 
Hopkins Sept. 5.

Mineola teams earn top spots in meet

Quitman’s Brandon Jimenez and Mineola’s Dalton Crowson battle around a 
turn at the Mineola Invitational. Crowson finished 9th and Jimenez 10th in 
varsity boys competition. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Quitman varsity takes a 

long road trip this week 
to take on Scurry-Rosser. 
The Wildcats rang up a 51-
26 win over Quinlan Boles 
in their opener. After last 
year’s game in Quitman was 

called off due to lightning, 
the Wildcats went on to a 3-6 
record. The Wildcats return 
five offensive starters from 
last year, but just two defen-
sive starters are back.

QUITMAN From page 11

its 20 yard line. The drive 
stalled after moving the ball 
to mid-field. Mineola lined 
up to punt. Punter Gustavo 
Sanchez lost the handle on 
the ball as he went to kick 
it, and the Tigers took over 
at the Yellowjacket 37 yard 
line. 

A nicely-executed draw 
play took the ball down to 
the 20. The quarterback op-
tioned around left end from 
18 yards out. Despite com-
ing out of the locker room 
on the front foot, Mineola 
was down 24-7. 

Mineola coughed the ball 
up on the next offensive 
play, but the Tigers turned 
the ball over on downs. Min-
eola’s Kendrick made anoth-
er excellent defensive play 
for a loss in that possession. 

The Yellowjackets em-
barked on their best offen-
sive drive of the night. Going 
55 yards in 11 plays, Min-
eola mixed the short pass-
ing game with their power 
running game to produce 
a glimpse of what to expect 
in district play. Sneed had a 
signature eight-yard run to 
take the ball down to the 3 
yard line. On a fourth down 
from the 3, Hooten launched 
a looping pass to the very 

back of the end zone where 
Pendergrass speared the 
ball and tapped his feet for 
a score. The score tightened 
to 24-14.

Wills Point rallied to keep 
their winning margin. A 60-
yard scoring drive chewed 
up most of the remaining 
clock, and registered the fi-
nal score 31-14.

As with most football 
games, a play here or there, 
and the balance could have 
been tipped in Mineola’s fa-
vor. However, Wills Point 
took the game, and Mineo-
la earned some respect and 
gained a lot of insight into 
the team they would be-
come.

MINEOLA From page 11

The start of the 1A-4A girls race captured determination and energy. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Dalton Rodgers of Mineola shakes off a Tiger tackler. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Mineola’s Cole Castleberry cuts back to follow the block. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Dawson Pendergrass pulls down a 
pass in the second quarter against 
Wills Point on Friday for the Yellow-
jackets’ first touchdown of the sea-
son. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Yellowjacket Trevion Sneed fights to recover a fumble forced from a Tiger ball carrier, before it careened out of bounds. 
(Monitor photo by Sam Major)


